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SOCCER'S world govem- 
ing body FIFA is consider- 
ing changing its World Cup 
qualification rules to allow 
the Oceania champion direct 
access though probably not 
in time for 2002, a top offi- 
cial said in Sydney at the 
weekend. 

Under the current rules, 
the Oceania winner has to 
play off against a side which 
failed to make it through 
from its own confederation. 

But FIFA general- 
secretary Michel Zen- 
Ruffinen told the 
Sydney-based Daily Tele- 
graph on Saturday that FIFA 
were planning to change the 
rule, 

"The situation whereby 
Oceania have to play off 
against another federation is 
illogical," he said, 

"As a separate confedera- 
tion, Oceania should have a 
guaranteed spot in every 
FIFA competition.” 

The country most likely to 
benefit from the proposed 
rule change is Australia. 

The Socceroos lost out to 
Scotland (1990), Argentina 
(1994) and Iran (1998) for a 


place in the World Cup after 
winning the Oceania division. 

Zen-Ruffinen said FIFA 
now felt it was time Oceania's 
winner had direct entry to the 
sport's most prestigious event. 

"We have begun working on 
the Oceania problem. I am 
quite optimistic that we will 
find a solution soon,” he said. 

"However, it won't necessar- 
ily happen in the 2002 World 
Cup. The chances are only 50- 
50." 

Despite the FIFA official’s 
confidence the Swiss based 
administration will face stiff 
‘opposition from Europe, Asia 
and South America if it at- 
tempts to lessen their eritry 
base. Asian officials have 
threatened to boycott the next 
World Cup over FIFA’s deci- 
sion to have the Oceania win- 
ner play against South Ameri- 
cas, effectively taking away 
the extra half place which had 
been promised to them. 

‘And in a move clearly aimed 
at making FIFA acknowledge 
their growing influence the 
Asians have suggested that 
they will nominate their own 
candidate to run against FIFA 
president Sepp Blatter. 
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Blatter confirms 
FIFA interest in 
African World 


FIFA head Sepp Blatter eration of African Foot- 
has advised Africa to ball (CAF). 

endorse a _ single CAF President Issa 
bidder to stage the 2006 Hayatou received the 
World Cup finals on the Moroccan and South Af- 
continent for the first rican bids on Sunday but 
time. did not endorse either. 

"If one candidate ap- “All I can say is we 
plies, the chances will be have realistic ambitions 
better than two, even if ofholding the World Cup 
there is strong compet- in 2006 in Africa,” 
ition from Germany, Eng- he told Reuters. 
land and Brazil," he has All bids have to be with 
said. FIFA by the end of July, 

South Africa and Mo- The decision on where 
tocco are the only two the finals will be 
African countries still held in 2006 will be 
promoting their bids. taken by FIFA's 24-man 

Egypt, Ghana and Ni- executive committee in 
geria have pulled out, March next year. 
Nigeria last month de- And South African 
claring support for South, officials have pledged to 
Africa. leave a legacy for under- 

Blatter, who has said developed African soccer 
the event should gotoan and rescue the World 
African country if it can Cup from its predictable 
meet the ruling body's winners, when they re- 
strict criteria on infra- vealed their proposals to 
structure, telecomm- host the tournament in 
unications and transport, 2006. 
was in Cairo for a "We have waited 100 
meeting of the Confed- years. It is Africa's tum in 
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2006. We cannot wait 
any longer," Danny Jor- 
daan, chief executive of 
South Africa's bid com- 
mittee, told a press con- 
ference in Cairo. 

Africa will have been 
the only major FIFA con- 
federation that has yet to 
host the tournament after 
the next World Cup fi- 
nals co-hosted by Japan 
and South Korea in 2002. 

Jordaan said his delega- 
tion had presented its 
proposals to the African 
Football Con-federation 
(CAF) here Sunday in the 
hope that it will help Af- 
Tica's cause by taking @ 
stand behind its bid or a 
rival one from Morocco. 

This may still happen, 
he suggested. 

Other contenders to 
land the 2006 event are 
England, Germany and 
Brazil, who haye all 
hosted the tournament 
before. 

In pushing South A& 
tica’s case, Jordaan said 


the South African Foot- 
ball Federation would, if 
it were awarded the cup, 
contribute $US2 million 
($A3.05 million) to kick- 
start a’ CAF trust 
that would ensure the 
development of soccer in 
Africa. It would also of 
fer a share of any surplus 
from the tournament, 
Jordaan said. 

"We understand the 
World Cup is a multi- 
billion dollar business. 
But it must be a business 
with a social conscience. 
It must leave a legacy,” 
Jordaan said. 

Tf South Africa (or Mo- 
roceo) staged the World 
Cup, it would generate 
millions of dollars of 
revenues for other Affi- 
can countries through 
contributions from FIFA 
and through advance 
warm-up matches on the 
continent, he said. 

Despite outstanding 
players and teams which 
have competed at top 
levels African soccer, 
reflecting the continent's 


poverty, suffers from lack ° 


of medical, technical and 
other financial support. 

On the business side, 
he said, South Africa has 
already received pledges 
of corporate sponsorship 
amounting to one billion 
rand ($A244 million) and 
would generate much 
more if it were awarded 
the competition. 

All of the stadiums are 
operational, Jordaan said, 
in apparent reference to 
Morocco, which said it 
would have to build new 
stadiums for the event. 


FIFA supremo Sepp Blatter: favours the bids from South Africa and Morocco 


South Africa, emerging 
only recently as a demo- 
cratic country of different 
races, offers the World 
Cup a way of ensuring 
the universality of the 
sport for the next century, 
he said. 

South Africa will sub- 
mit its final written bid to 
FIFA well before the July 
31 deadline, Jordaan 
said. 

And the CAF has con- 


firmed the status of the 
bids from Africa. 

South Africa and Mo- 
rocco have both submit- 
ted bids to the African 
Soccer Con-federation 
(CAF) stage the 2006 
World Cup, the confed- 
eration's chief executive 
said. 

"I received the nom- 
ination bids from South 
Africa and Morocco in an 
executive session of 


the CAF and I can say we 
have realistic ambitions 
of holding the World Cup 
in 2006 in Africa,” 
Issa Hayatou said. 

Irvin Khoza, chairman 
of the South African bid 
committee, said his group 
had told CAF executives 
it was able to meet all of 
FIFA's criteria regarding 
telecommunications, sec- 
urity and infrastructure. 

Morocco, which has 


twice unsuccessfully bid 
for the World Cup, said 
they were continuing 
their bid. There were ru- 
mours they would drop 
out of the race. 

"We are here to say that 
Morocco is mobilised for 
its candidacy and we 
haye behind us everyone 
from the king to the man 
on the street," said Driss 
Benhima, head of the 
Moroccan bidding team. 


AUSTRALIA'S BEST SELLING SOCCER PUBLICATION 


Denilson 


advises Vieri 
to keep his 


head 


BRAZILIAN midfielder 
Denilson has advised Chris- 
tian Vieri to try to stay calm 
despite inheriting the tag of 
the world’s most expensive 
player. 

The Italian international 
striker was transfered from 
Lazio to Inter Milan on 
Wednesday in a deal worth 
$50 million. 

Denilson had held the previ- 
ous record when he moved 
from Sao Paulo to Real Betis 
for $35 million. 


"I'm no longer the most ex- 
pensive player in the world 
and that makes me a little 
more relaxed. Now that re- 
sponsibility is on Vieri's 
shoulders," Denilson said. 

"Vieri is an experienced 
player but he'll need to keep 
his head because the burden of 
the responsibility is very 
tough" 

“If you are going to a new 
club and don't start scoring 
goals quickly then the pres- 
sure soon starts to rise,” 


Olympic ends 
speculation 


Denilson added. 

The Brazilian international 
joined the Betis squad after 
the World Cup last season but 
made a poor start to his career 
in Seville and blamed the 
pressure the price tag had put 
on him. 

He went several months 
without finding the net but in 
the second half of the season 
started to recapture the form 
he showed when playing in 
his native Brazil. 


NO ROOM FOR GENTLEMEN LIKE JO 


at the start of the decade. 

After a mere 11 months the doubters will 

rest their case with Celtic having finished the 
- season trophyless by a Rangers domestic 
Treble and with two dismal European exits. 

Vengios, however, is staying at Parkhead as 
the club's European scout, but only after what 
history will view as a miserable campaign, 
with his short stay as Celtic head coach likely 
to be remembered as a failure. 

The bare statistics back that assertion, but it 
should also be noted that few, if any Celtic 
supporters, have been heard calling for Ven- 
glos’ dismissal recognising he has been dealt 
an unfair hand by circumstances. 


By Simon Buckland 


FORMER Australian national coach Jozef 
Venglos appears living proof that being the 
perfect gentleman can only take you so far in 
the harsh world of modem football manage- 


ment 


The Slovakian's vast global experience in the 
game commanded respect on his appointment 
in July last year, but from the outset there was 


scepticism about his age. 


Now 63, Vengios!' finest hour was as coach 
of Czechostovakia when they lifted the Euro- 
pean Championships in 1976 and much was 
made of his unhappy brief spell at Aston Villa 


Romario’s toilet 
humour not 
funny says striker 


BRAZILIAN strikers Romario 


and Edmundo, who could be 
team mates at the Copa Amer- 
ica next month, are at odds 
over a lavatory door. 

Romario, who owns a theme 
bar in a Rio suburb favoured 
by the city's middle class, has 
had a cartoon of Edmundo 
painted on the door of one of 
the toilets and is refusing to 
remove, it even though the 
former Fiorentina striker finds 
it offensive. 

Edmundo said today that he 
did not see the funny side of 
the cartoon, which features 


Norway and Estonia join Scots 


UEFA Cup competition. 


land and Italy in Lausanne. 


NORWAY and Estonia have joined Scotland as 
the Fair Play teams to earn berths in this year's 


The two countries were drawn from among 
eight national soccer associations - which ob- 
tained the minimum seasonal average of 8.0 re- 
quired to qualify - during the halftime interval in 
the Euro 2000 qualifying match between Switzer- 


Scotland, the winner of the UEFA Fair Play 
competition and with a seasonal average of 
8.223, had automatically clinched an additional 
place in the UEFA Cup competition. 


him alongside a former girl- 
friend. 

"It depicts me with a person 
who does not bring me good 
memories,” said the volatile 
striker, who returned to Rio de 
Janeiro's Vasco da Gama last 
month after an unhappy 18 
months in Italy with Fioren- 
tina and is now married to 
another woman. 
The two players were on 
opposite sides when Ed- 

undo's Vasco da Gama beat 
Romario's Flamengo 2-0 to 
win the second stage of the 
Rio de Janeiro championship, 


The UEFA Cup berths will go to the teams 


SYDNEY Olympic has killed speculation that Branko Culina would move on as coach after issu- 
ing a statement last week confirming that he would see out the second of his two year contracted 
term. 
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Edmundo scoring both the 
goals. 

Romario has already been in 
hot water over the toilet doors. 

Mario Zagallo, Brazil's 
coach at the last World Cup, 
took out a court order to force 
Romario to remove a cartoon 
which depicted him sitting on 
a lavatory with his trousers 
around his ankles. 

Romario was axed from the 
Brazil squad on the eve of the 
competition with a calf injury 
but claimed all along he 
would have recovered in time 
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caring the Fair Play ard in their domestic OUR RESOURCES COVER ALL 
Kiimamock’ FC, Norway's Bodo  Glimt FACETS OF THE GAME 


the reward. 


(ranked fifth in their division) and Tulevik 
Viljandi of Estonia (ranked third) will claim 


England, Ukraine, 
Sweden and Germany, the other national as- 
sociations that averaged cight points or 
more, will split a cash prize of 150,000 
Swiss francs (about $153,000) to be spent 
on fair play purposes. 
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The King is Dead: 
Long Live The King 


The King is dead. Long Schmeichel was an im- Gareth Southgate and 
live the King. posing figure to both his Ugo Ehiogu doing the 
Manchester United defence and opposition marshalling as well. 
supporters will be pray- strikers. 
ing that Mark Bosnich The 'star-shape' save he DISTRIBUTION: 
can comfortably step into perfected as attackers Both goalkeepers have 
the shoes of Peter closed in on goal put the the amazing ability of 
Schmei-chel. striker under immediate reaching the halfway line 
The Danish interna- pressure in one-on-one with a throw which 
tional retired from Old situations - more often means the supply line to 
Trafford after securing than not, Schmeichel Ryan Giggs, David Beck- 
the Premiership, the FA came out the winner. ham, Dwight Yorke and 
Cup and the European Bosnich does not have Andy Cole will still be 
Champions' Cup - but the same physical pres- strong. 
will the former Aston ence, being three inches But the question re- 
Villa number one be able smaller and three stones mains: Will Bosnich be 
to recreate Schmeichel’s lighter than the Dane. able to spot the man run- 
glory days? But the Australian has ning into space as well as 
Inside Soccer takes a the ability to unnerve his predecessor could? 
look at the areas where attackers by covering his 
Bosnich must be at his goal well and racing to TEMPERAMENT: 
best to emulate the Great the ball when necessary. Schmeichel always had 
Dane. the aura of a man totally 
COMMUNICATION: in control and bar the 
SHOT STOPPING: There was no better com- regular incidents invol- 
Schmeichel rarely municator around his ving Ian Wright remained 
seemed perturbed by any own box than Schmei- composed throughout a 


kind of strike - cither chel. game. Occasionally, the 
low, high, powerful or Constantly talking Dane's cool exterior 
distant. and invariably scream- dropped and in an FA 
The Dane looked at ing - at his defenders. Cup tie against Charlton 


ease in most situations The Dane was always he was dismissed for 2 
and could reach as low as aware of where the major reckless challenge. 


he could high despite his threats came from around But Bosnich is a totally under Alex Ferguson, Champions' League mistakes by bellowing at in covering his goal. 
massive frame. the area and organised different animal. group game in Munich his defenders as though Villa have been grateful 
Bosnich has more agil- his troops with the art- His infamous Nazi- POSITIONING: When Schmeichel cost the incident was their to him on a number of 
ity as a slighter man and istry even an army gen- style salute to the Totten- Schmeichel lapsed in this United a goal which fault, and normal service occasions in the last 
can pull off the incredible “eral would admire. ham fans was just the tip area on occasions. could have led to worse. was resumed imme- seven years for his ability 
when it is required. Although talkative, of 2 disciplinary iceberg The most notable time However, the Dane diately. to cover ground around 


STATURE: Bosnich had players such which needs to be thawed was in the European would gloss over his own Bosnich’s strength lies the goalline. 


By Ted Simmons 


eae ee : : 
MARCONI captain Brad , NSL 1999 AWARDS 
Maloney has beaten a mi f LIST 
number of strong. chal- 
ene A be bee Warren Medal Players Player of the Year: 
Secon eshicernsesd Brad Maloney (Marconi) 
Player of tiie Year 8 ’ : Papasavas Under 21 Player of the Year: 
Maloney had been out- z ee ene 7 ey sega 
standing for the club, . c e Year: , 
driving them to the play. , x = David Mitchell (Sydney United) 
offs after the team had ‘ i a ¢ 3: ioalkeeper: 
seemed out of the run- ‘ iad: : aN Michael Petkovic (South Melbourne) 
ning midway through the . Sherwell f 
oa — — j n Micalle 
‘Among his challengers ' f | Asst Referee: 
were Sydney United : ~ Mo ‘ 4 lohn Bowdler 
youngster and Under 20 Copel d ; National Youth North Player of the Year: 
international Mile Ster- Simon Catanzaro (NSWIS) 
jovski who was named as National Youth South Player of the Year: 


the Under 21 Player of Andrew Mashoian (South Melbourne) 
the Year. Fair Play: 


United scored a second | 2. Adelaide City 

national award when Ansett Goalscorer: 

coach David Mitchell Pablo Cardozo (Sydney Olympic) 

won the top honour from 

former Socceroos Gra- 

ham Amold (Northern 

Spirit) and Ange Poste- é > 

cogiou (South Mel Ted Too 

bourne) and Perth's 1999 Warren Medal winner Brad Maloney 

Bernd Stange. THE outstanding soccer media award for the year 
Mitchell, in his second Previous season, to win Cup champion South the United attack and his referee award and John | Went to Ted Simmons whose by-line regularly ap- 

season with United, again the premiership. Melbourne to lose the consistent performances Bowdler the assistant | pears in Inside Soccer. 

built up a strong squad — However, the players Grand Final. eamed him the Keeper of referee while Adelaide | Next April the popular journalist cele-brates 50 

after losing most faltered under the power Souths keeper Michael the Year award. City was judged the Fair | Years as a soccer reporter and has covered nearly 

of his players from the of defending Ericsson Petkovic was a barrier to’ Simon Micallef won the Play team of the year. every major event in Austrlian soccer in that time. 
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Bash the 

e 
waiter: go to 
ee 
jail 
TWO players on Thailand's national soccer 
squad have received one month suspended 
jail sentences and been fined 1,500 baht 
($A61) each after pleading guilty to beating a 
waiter. 

The Nation newspaper reported that origi- 
nally stiffer penalties consid-ered for Dusit 
Chaler-msaen and Thawatchai Damrong- 
ongtrakul were halved by the judge, who took 
their guilty pleas and clean records into ac- 
count. 

The pair and a third defendant, Phiphop 
Rattandilok, who does not play for Thailand, 
followed a waiter to his apartment after hav- 
ing an argument with him at a nightclub over 
a bag of missing fruit 

Soccer officials have described the incident 
as “not serious" and said the men were heav- 
ily drunk. 


Fan shot 
dead 


A 21-year-old man was shot dead after vio- 
| lence erupted in cities throughout Argentina 
following the 4-0 thrashing of champion soc- 
cer club Boca Juniors by first division rival 
Independiente. 

Antonio Santillan was shot in the face as 
fighting broke out between rival groups in the 
railway station at Avellaneda, just outside the 
capital Buenos Aires, following the 
match. Another youth was shot in the foot in 
similar scenes of violence in the seaside town 
of Mar del Plata some 400km from the capi- 
tal. 


Three people including two police officers IT'S OURS: The Vidmar brothers, Aurelio and 
were seriously injured and 30 people were 


arrested.Rampaging fans also threw stones, , | a_i ay Tony, celebrate their FIFA win with John Aloisi 


| smashed shop windows and looted while § and skipper Alex Tobin. 
1,000km away in the western region of Men- F - 


doza a further 103 people were arrested by 
police, 


a 
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3 Bruce 


MY good friend Joe Watson 
recently spoke to me about 
tradition. 

He is 100% right, 1 am a 
traditionalist and like to see 
the history of the game 
maintained ‘ 

T also like to see players 
honoured. 

I know that sometimes 
people forget what the 
original reason for their 
interest in football was; I 
never do. 

Tam a fan, plain and sim- 
ple. 

I couldn’t give a stuff 
about the politics involved 
in the game, I couldn't give 
a toss about the sensitivities 
of this official or that offi- 
cial and I frankly don’t give 
a jot about whether people 
like me or my writing. 

Dont get me wrong, it 
hurts like hell when some- 
one has a shot at me — but I 
am a big boy, and I can 
take it. 

It also hurts when some- 
one says to me that my writ- 
ing sucks 

Or it used to, now that I 
have gotten over my insecu- 
rity I couldnt give a toss 
about that either. 

The reason isn’t any arro- 
gance or lack of humility. 

J am sensitive to the pleas 
of others, but I am just a 
football fan. 


That is my main role in life, 
the rest is just something I do 
between watching games. 

Football, and the players, is 
what it is all about. 

So congratulations to all 
those who were honoured at 
the recent ASF awards night. 

Once again pressure of 
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Jinky Joe: a legend 


deadlines, and a new paper in 
the offing, kept me from at- 
tending. 

But Jinky Joe, one of the 
game's gentlemen, brought up 
a good point. 

Why didn’t the games stars 
of yesterday get an invite? 

Tcouldn’t really answer that 
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one and it isn’t my intention 
to have a shot at those who 
organised the evening. 

It’s always difficult when 
you have to make up an invite 
list for any function. 

Joe also recalled when he 
was presented with a plaque 
for having played 30 full in- 
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Campbell 


temnationals for Australia. 

He was dead chuffed. 

But it seems that he was the 
first to be so honoured and is 
the last — the award appar- 
ently has never been made 
again. 

We are on the right track 
with the recent Hall of Fame 
but the game has still got a 
long, long way to go. 

Tt was sad to hear that Ray 
Richards, one of the greats, 
sent his citation back. 

Tt seems that he was less 
than impressed with the way 
it was all done and the fact 
that’ the 74 Socceroos were 
only given pieces of paper. 

Tt does sound a bit hollow 
and I can understand his an- 
ger and frustration. 

Having had to wait a quar- 
ter of a century you would 
have thought that we could 
finally get it right. 

Td like to see a table of 
former stars at every function 
the ASF ever puts on — at 
least. 

I would rather talk to a 
great than a club official ~ but 
then that is just an opinion. 


PD like to thank everyone 
who has been a part of the 
revolution called Inside Soc- 


cer, 

Together we have made this 
the best little soccer paper 
ever. 


Others have looked on 
and wondered how we have 
done it and I can confess 
that I have wondered too. 

What is the secret ingre- 
dient? 

I don’t really know but 
what I do‘know is that with 
your magnificent support 
we have achieved what we 
have set out to do. 

Sadly, it is time for me to 
put my pen away, at least as 
far as Inside Soccer goes. 

This issue marks the last 
prodtiction under the banner 
of Duntroon Publishing. 

We may yet be involved 
with the paper's production 
over the next few weeks, 
that is up to the new own- 
ers, JAD Sports. 

As I say I have had a great 
time and consider myself 
fortunate to have edited this 
paper as well as Australian 
Soccer Weekly, Champion 
Soccer and Simply Soccer 
over the last few years — 
that in itself is a wee bit of 
arecord, 

I have also enjoyed fan- 
tastic relationships with 
many NSL clubs who I have 
edited club magazines for. 

But time moves on and 
with Inside Soccer being 
sold to new owners, who I 
wish the very best of luck 
to, it is time to kick start my 
own career in another direc- 
tion, 

Soccer will always be part 
of my life and I am sure that 
T will continue to share the 
highs and lows of the game 
with you all. 

Once again, thanks for 
your support — see you at 
the next World Cup finals 
with the Socceroos. 


proudly supporting elite 
clubs and soccer develop- 


ment. 
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’ (except Monday Bank Holiday weeks 
SAVE $$$.:$ WITH A cg eam 
REGULAR SUBSCRIPTION when distribution is Wednesday) 


NORMAL PRICE WITH MONEY BACK 
wiz CANCELLABLE 
SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 
NOW PAY ONLY IF YOU ARE NOT 
TOTALLY SATISFIED 


INSIDE SOCCER 


LEAGUE REVERT ({i22) 
TO GOAL DIF- 
FERENCE 


THE English Football League 
has voted to revert to goal 
difference rather than goals 
scored fo separate teams next 
season. 

The League has also voted 
to introduce players’ names 
and squad numbers on shirts, 
following the lead of the Pre- 
miership. 

Using goals scored in the 
Nationwide League had 
caused some controversy and 
at their AGM at the Carden 
Park Hotel, near Chester, on 
Saturday the League decided 
to revert to goal difference. 

The change comes too late 
to help Bury, who were rele- 
gated to the Second Division 
on goals scored. 


They finished level on 
points with Port Vale and if 
goal difference had applied 
the Potteries club would have 
gone down instead. 

League spokesman Peter 
Rowe explained that members 
felt goals scored had not pro- 
duced the attacking football 
hoped for when it was intro- 
duced. 

"The League has voted to 
replace=zoals scored with goal 
difference, which brings us 
back in line with the Premier 
League and UEFA," he said. 

"When goals scored was 
brought in it was seen as a 
way of encouraging attacking 
football. 

"But the statistics” show it 


CANADA CUP 


ECUADOR won the four-team Canada Cup when a 55th min- 
ute own goal by defender Jason deVos' gave them a 2-1 vic- 


to 


ry. 
Ecuador finished the tournament with two wins and a draw, 


followed by Iran with one win and two draws. 
Canada picked up one win while Guatemala’s best effort was 


one draw. 


Ecuador's Ariel Graziani opened the scoring in the 17th min- 
ute, and Davide Xausa tied it in the 50th minute. 

Earlier, substitute Vahid Hasehemian scored in the 89th min- 
ute to give Iran a 2-2 draw with Guatemala. 


Bosnich 


deflects arrest 


questions 


By Andrew Dent 


MANCHESTER United's new 
Australian goalkeeper Mark 
Bosnich faced reporters after 
arriving in Sydney last week 
for the first time since he was 
arrested in England after an 
alleged robbery, but refused to 
talk about the incident, 

Bosnich, in Sydney for Aus- 
tralia's match against a FIFA 
world team, fronted a news 
conference eager for details 
about an incident which took 
place outside a Birmingham 
lap-dancing club on the eve of 
his wedding. 

Bosnich's new United club 
will hope he can divert shots 
at goal as easily as he de- 
flected questions from the 
only journalist who ignored 
instructions not to ask about 
the arrest, 

Asked if he had enjoyed his 
wedding, Bosnich said simply 
"yes", before flicking back the 


question to a radio reporter 
with a ring on his finger. 

"I think the circumstances 
were different," replied the 
reporter. 

"What? You got married to 
a girl, didn't you?” asl 


about his new career at 
“arguably the world's biggest 
club" and his future with the 
Australian team, stressing that 
as far as he was concerned the 
two were not mutually exclu- 
sive. 

Bosnich returned to United 
from Aston Villa in a four- 
year deal estimated to be 
worth one million pounds 
($1.60 million) a year in 
wages, plus a bonus of around 
two million pounds ($3.20 
million) as a signing-on fee 
spread over the length of his 
contract. 

He said a number of factors 
had contributed to his deci- 


Brazil Club Host 


BRAZIL has been selected to host the inaugural World Club 
Championship, FIFA pres-ident Sepp Blaticr has announced. 

Expected to pit the champions of the the six continental fed- 
} erations, the tournament has been set for January 5-14, but some 
clubs, especially the Europeans, have expressed concern over 
placing the tournament in the middle of their league seasons. 
The European Champions Cup winner wilt be the invitee from 
Europe, but if it refuses, the runner-up may go instead. 


Kevin Muscat: Aussie at First Division Wolves 


has not really made any differ- 
ence at all. Of all the relega- 
tion and promotion issues last 
season, Bury's relegation from 
the First Division is the only 
one which would have been 
different." 

About the shirts issue, Rowe 
added: "As from next season 
all the clubs will be using 
squad names and numbers a la 
Premier League and that was 
universally approved by all 
the clubs. 

"A lot of people watch the 
Premier League and then 
when they watch the Football 


sion to move to Old Traf- 
ford rather than Italy's Serie 
A 


"The first reason was I 
still felt I hadn't achieved 
every-thing I wanted to 
achieve in England," Bos- 
nich said. 

"Secondly, when arguably 
the biggest club in the world 
comes calling, if you're 
worth your salt as a profes- 
sional footballer, you want 
to take up that challenge, 

“And also the challenge of 
seeing whether I'm good 
enough to follow Peter 
Schmeichel — perhaps the 
biggest challenge." 

Bosnich was among the 
big attractions in last Satur- 
day's Australia - World XI 
clash, which was part of the 
opening ceremony for the 
new Olympic Stadium. 

He said he hoped that rep- 
resenting Australia would 
not be a hampered by club 
calls. Australia may have to 
play up to 16 games, eight 
gainst South American op- 
position, to reach the 2002 
World Cup finals, but it is a 
task Bosnich said he would 
gladly take on. 

"The prize of playing in 
the World Cup and what it 
could do for Australian soc- 
cer far outweighs any sacri- 
fice that might have to be 
made," he said. 


League they notice differences 
like that. 

"It's an opportunity for the 
League to develop a higher 
degree of brand awareness. 

"It also gives clubs the mar- 
keting opportunity to develop 
local heroes, like Lee Hughes 
at West Brom." 

In a third move, the League 
has fallen into the line with 
the Premiership, Football As- 
soc-iation and UEFA over 
substitutes and from next sea- 
son teams will be able to use 
three of five players on the 
bench. 


could be 
Keegans’ 


hope 


ENGLAND manager Kevin 
Keegan has told Paul 
Gascoigne that the door to the 
national team could still be 
open if he can get himself 
back in shape. 
"The onus is 


on Paul 


|| Gascoigne to force me to put 


him in," Keegan was quoted 
as saying in Sunday newspa- 


pers. 
The Sunday People quoted 


| him as saying: "I'm hoping, 


the same as others, that this 
summer Gazza will do enough 
to make himself available for 
England next season." 

England, who have drawn 
their last two European cham- 
pionship qualifiers and are 
facing a tough challenge to 
reach the play-offs, are in des- 
perate need of a quality mid- 
fielder. 

Middlesbrough's Gascoigne 


was once his country’s bright 
hope in that position but has 
struggled with fitness and 
drinking problems and was 
dropped for the 1998 World 
Cup. 

He has barely played in the 
premier league since Christ- 
mas and has looked sluggish 
on the field. 

Keegan said it was going to 
be tough to find a creative 
force like Gascoigne was in 
h i s 
prime, a man who could con- 
jure a goal out of nothing or | 
change the flow of a game. 

"I am not being unkind to 
the midfield players I have 
got. We have some good 
young players,” he said. 

"But they do not have those 
sort of strengths. That is the 
reason why we are talking 
about Paul Gascoigne now." 


INSIDE SOCCER 
soccer's 
weekly 


SOCCER COACHING SCENE 


An up to date source of information for coaches of all levels. 
A bi-monthly magazine to keep you, the coach, up to date 
with the latest coaching information from fully qualified, 

accredited coaches and qualified sports experts. 
DISTRIBUTUION BY SUBSCRIPTION ONLY 


6 issue sper year 


Some topics which will be covered include: 
*Skills and drills *Game tactics *Coaching your child 
*Coaching young athletes *Slide tackle 
*Off the ball skills *Communication vision 


*Wet weather football 


*Guest coach of the month interview 
*Attack *Defence *Plyometrics *Agility *Pre-season training 
*Stretching and conditioning *Junior development programmes 
*Fitness testing *Compiling statitsics *Nutrition 
You can visit our website — join our coach's forum to ask questions 


and have them answered by accredited coaches .. . 


coming soon 


Subscribe now Only $60 for 6 issues 
enclosed please find my Cheque/Money Order/Credit Card details for 
my subscription to Soccer Coaching Scene 


Cardno 


Card Holder's Name .......... 


Please send to: Soccer Co: 


aching Scene, PO Box 3108, North Nowra NSW-2541- 


Phone Mobile: 0140 36118 Fax (02) 4421 7643 E-mail: soccerscene@shoalhaven.net.au 
Web Site: www.sholahaven.net.au/soccerscene 
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Brown not placing 
importance on warm- 
up results | 


The Australian Matildas lost 
their final World Cup warm- 
up match to Canada 2-0 on 
Saturday after Canadian 
women's soccer stars, Andrea 
Neil and Charmaine Hooper, 
both scored in the second 
half. 

Canada, which lost 3-1 to 
Australia on Wednesday, 
have finished their six warm- 
up games scoring 12 goals 
and conceding 11. 

The shutout, on the heels of 
three straight defeats, was its 
third in the six games, 
having beaten Mexico twice. 

Neil, a second-half substi- 
tute who was coming off a 
hamstring injury, stole the 
ball from Sarah Cooper-and 
scored from 25metres out to 
give Canada a 2-0 lead in the 
55th minute, chipping the ball 
behind startled Australian 
keeper Belinda Kitching. 

Hooper, a constant force for 
Canada, opened the scoring 
from a penalty in the 47th 
inute. 

Australia's Matildas had 
broken through for the first 


win of their women's. soccer 
World Cup preparation with a 
3-1 victory over Canada three 
days before. 

Coach Greg Brown hailed 
the performance as an im- 
proved effort after a 4-0 loss to 
Olympic champion the US and 
a 3-1 defeat to Brazil. 

Midfielder Sharon Black 
provided the spark and scored 
two goals for the Matildas who 
led 2-1 at halftime. 

Last Monday saw Brazil 
beat Australia 3-1 in a hard- 
fought match. 

Julie Murray scored Austra- 
lia's goal with a header to help 
her team to 1-1 a halftime but 
lack of finishing cost the 
Matildas dearly. 

Pretinha scored twice for 
Brazil and her second second 
goal, a breakaway shot lofted 
over Australian keeper Belinda 
Kitching in the 71st minute, 
put the game out of reach. 

Australian coach Greg 
Brown has not placed impor- 
tance on the results of his war- 
mup games, preferring to work 
out the final team to play in 


the Cup. 

"Results are not important. 
It's a matter of functioning and 
getting things right,” he 
said. 


"We've just about settled 
down and the players are 
training quite well although 
we've had some minor injuries 
as well as a few problems with 
the match balls." 

Lisa Casagrande, Sharon 
Black and Dianne Alagich 
were all on the injured list and 
missed the earlier game 
against the United States 
which the Matildas lost 4-0. 
~ Brazil kicks off the World 
Cup tournament agains: Mex- 
ico on June 19. Australia faces 
Ghana on June 20. 

Ticket sales indicate that the 
general public is already inter- 
ested in the tournament. 

Sales are at 425,000 and 
increasing daily, clearly spill- 
ing beyond just hard-core soc 
cer fans. 

Media credential requests 
hit 2,000 in late May. 

About 16,000 tickets have 
been sold for Spartan Sta- 


| 
: 


’ 


dium's June 19 opener be- 
tween Canada and Japan and 
more than 65,000 have been 
sold for the US opener at the 


Meadowlands in New Jersey 
on the same day. 

More than 25,000 tickets 
have already been sold for the 


and as the US heads toward 
that date, ticket sales are ex- 
pected to soar. 


GREGORY'S FINAL SNUBTO | 
AUSSIE BOSNICH 


MARK Bosnich reck- 
oned he deserved better 
after seven years top 
service. But he walked 
out of Aston Villa before 
flying home to Australia 
without even 2 hand- 
shake, a word of thanks 
or a good luck message 
from boss John Gregory. 

Gregory started the 
cold shoulder treatment 
when he booted Bosnich 
off the team bus before 
Villa travelled to play 
Manchester United six 
weeks ago - and he 
snubbed him right. to the 
last when the amiable 
keeper packed up his 
Possessions for the final 
time as the season fin- 
ished. 

And that's left Alex 
Ferguson's new keeper 


Villa's Premiership game. 
with United at Old Traf- 
ford. 

uf 
grudges at all," says Bos- 
nich. "But John Gregory 
hasn't spoken a word to 
me since before the 
United game. That's a 
disappointment 
sidering the time I spent 
at Villa and the fact that I 
didn't lead them on. 

"But I understand eve- 
ryone has their own job 
to do and they have to 
look after their own inter- 
ests, Because F was open 
and honest at the start of 
the season I've left myself 
open to attacks from all 
Sides. 

"At the start of the sea- 
son I was asked a direct 
question by the chairman 


don't bear any 


con- 


lot of 


tions. 


petty. 

But Bosnich is honour- 
ing a pledge he made to 
the scores of Villa fans 
who wrote to him as the 
stand-off between himself 
and Gregory became in- 
ereas-ingly acrimonious, 

"Towards the end it 
became obvious Villa 
didn't want. me to stay. A 


resigned to the fact that I 
would be leaving mainly 
because of Villa's ac- 


"I had a big mailbag 
and the general theme 
was that if 1 had to leave 
then do it with dignity. 
T've tried to do that and I 
think I have.” 

Gregory's 
shouldn't be a huge sur- 
prise to Bosnich after the 


said. 


supporters were 
Edwards 


either. 
He could 


reaction Juventus 


hurt and disappointed Doug Ellis about re- way he exploded in anger says: 

after helping Villa to two signing for Villa I told when Dwight Yorke an- 

Wembley League Cup him was sorry and thatI nounced he was heading clubs _ that 
Final wins - one against wasn't going to lie to to Old Trafford last sum- _ mentioned. 


United - in his eventful 
days in the Midlands. 
Just hours after agree- 
ing a four-year package 
to replace Peter 
Schmeichel - worth an 
estimated £8 million in a 
Bosman-style free trans- 
fer - Bosnich revealed 
that Gregory has blanked 
him ever since dropping 
the Australian star in 
April two days before 


him, but I was going to 
wait until the end of the 
season and I stuck by 
that. 


mer Gregory for a stance 
that appears childish and 


mer. 


The Villa boss claimed 
if he'd had a gun at the 
time he'd have 


any bitterness otherwise 
it will tear you apart," he 


"I know because Id 
already been to see them. 
But I didn't want to be sat 
somewhere in Italy or 


shot 


“At the end of the day Yorke for wanting to Spain, looking at myself 
Tve got to look at myself _ leave the club! in the mirror and know- 
in the mirror and I know But Bosnich isn't ing I'd shirked the chal- 
Tcan.” dwelling on Villa's sour lenge of following 

Bosnich could say reaction to him leaving Schmeichel. 
more - and you get the after seven years service. "That means everything 
feeling he'd like to ham- “You have to let go of to me." 


Instead, Bosnich will 
focus on succeeding the 
legendary Schmeichel at 
United - even though the 
whispers persist that he 
was third choice behind 
Dutchman Edwin van der 
Saar from Ajax and Mon- 
aco's French World Cup 
keeper Fabian Barthez. 

United supremo Martin 
fiercely  dis- 
misses that sugg-estion - 
but, conversely, 
Ferguson wasn't the only 
one vying for Bosnich 


followed Angelo Peruzzi 
at Juventus or joined 
Roma or Real Madrid. 


signed Van der Saar for 
£6million, but Bosnich 
"I was. the first 
choice with some of the 


Alex 


easily have 


have now 


have been 
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By John Salvado 


THE centrepiece of what will be the the biggest event ever held in 
Australia, the Sydney Olympics, was officially opened On Saturday night 
with a celebration of the world game. 

The best Australian soccer side ever assembled took on a World Allstars 
lineup before a record crowd for a soccer match in Australia of 88,101 at 
Stadium Australia. 

The Socceroos side included new Manchester United goalkeeper Mark 
Bosnich, Leeds striker Harry Kewell and Fiorentina sweeper Paul Okon, 
while the world's most expensive player, Christian Vieri, lined up for the 
World XI. 

For Vieri it was a homecoming of sorts, as he spent many of his forma- 
tive years down the road with Marconi juniors before his family moved 
back to Italy. 

The pre-game spectacular included performances from INXS, with guest 
frontman Terence. Trent D'Arby, and Men at Work, with Wendy Matthews 
belting out the national anthem. 

Trent D’Arby dedicated a song to INXS's former lead singer, Michael 
Hutchence, in the band's first performance since his death two years ago. 

To some observers, it seemed strange that the $690 million venue was 
being officially opened three months after playing host to 104,583 rugby 
league fans at the season-opening NRL double header. 

Since then there have been more league games and a Bee Gees concert 
attended by 63,000. 

But the official-ceremony was held back for tonight, which also marked 
the first time an Olympic sport had been played in Australia's biggest and 
most expensive stadium. 

Tn many ways the crowd of all ages and countless nationalities was a 
forerunner of what Sydney can expect at the Olympics next year, 

Ralph and Joan Stilgoe, from the southern Sydney suburb of Cronulla, 
have no particular interest in soccer but were determined to be here. 

"We're going to be volunteers at the Olympics next year, but this was 
‘one event we were always going to pay to see, to say we were there when 
the stadium opened,” said Ralph Stilgoe. 

For Japanese soccer fan Shige Komori, it was the chance to see some of 
the world's best players that convinced him to come along. 

“But I also wanted to see the stadium,” said the English language stu- 
dent who has only been in Sydney for four weeks. 

"It's so modern and just enormous, so much bigger than anything we 
have in Japan." 

Inside the stadium, fans wore a hundred different soccer strips from 
Chile to Chelsea, from Barnsley to Brazil; with the obligatory swag of 
Manchester United red and an encouragingly large number of gold and 
green Socceroos jerseys. 

Olympics minister Michael Knight got the job of officially declaring 
open the 110,000-seat venue which will host athletics, the men's soccer 
| final and the opening and closing ceremonies at next year's Games. 
| Alongside him on the podium was prime minister John Howard, who 
| will be doing the honours when the Olympic flame is lit on September 15, 

2000. 
| Although it was indisputably soccer's night, ceremony organisers were 
careful to pay homage to Australia's other sporting passions, with Mark 
Taylor, Betty Cuthbert, Murray Rose and Louise Sauyage among the big 
names introduced the crowd. 

Huge blow-up balls bearing the logos of the NRL, the AFL and the Aus- 
tralian Rugby Union surrounded a four-storey high globe, which burst 
open to reveal a soccer ball. 

‘After the torrential rain for Wednesday's State of Origin match, organis- 
ers were blessed with a fine, clear evening on what SOCOG hopes will be 
a precursor for the real thing in little over a year's time. 


AND the Socceroos took on the world tonight writes Doug Conway - and 
won. World class performances from Ned Zelic, Harry Kewell and Stan 
Lazaridis piloted Australia to a 3-2 victory over a FIFA All-Star team that 
included the world's costliest player, Christian Vieri. 

The Socceroos came from a goal behind at half-time, completing a fairy- 
ae finale to officially christen Sydney's Olympic Stadium before 88,000 

Ss. 

If Kewell and Lazaridis dominated the first half, then the second be- 
longed to Zelic. 

The second period was barely a minute old when the German-based 
midfielder unleashed a 25 metre drive that had Mexican goalkeeper Jorge 
Campos clutching at thin air and the net behind him bulging. 

Twelve minutes later Zelic chipped a perfectly weighted pass that al- 
lowed substitute Brett Emerton to score with his first touch. 

The Olyroo skipper chested the ball down and tucked his shot under 
Campos to put the Socceroos ahead for the first time. 

The home team extended its lead when Chilean Javier Margas put Kevin 
Muscat's cut-back into his own net after a move again instigated by the 
inventive Zelic. 

Campos, a second-half substitute who arrived in Sydney just eight hours 
before the kick-off, was again left to pick the ball out of the net, 

Frenchman Bernard Lama had no such problems in the first half, when 
the Socceroos dominated but could not make their acsendency count. 

In fact they trailed to Swiss midfielder Murat Yakin’s early headed goal 
from a comer, when the Australian defence went to sleep and gave goal- 
keeper Mark Bosnich no chance. 

Bosnich, fresh from signing a contract with Manchester United, did not 
have a serious save to make but could only stand with hands on hips as 
Yakin's header left him stranded. 

‘New Zealand veteran Wynton Rufer made the scoreline more respect- 
able for the world team when his left-foot shot from an acute angle min- 
utes from the end beat Australian substitute goalkeeper Zjelko Kalac at 
the near post. 


io 
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Vieri: the kid from Sydney 
who went on to become the 
goal scoring Prince 


By Ted Simmons Hodgson, who recently 
coached Inter for four 
matches in a caretaker 
role, said he thought 
Vieri was an excellent 
acquisition for the club. 

"The price tag for Vieri 
could be considered ri- 
diculous but then com- 
parisons would have to 
be made with people in 
the golf world, the tennis 
world and not least of all 
what Elton John gets for 
a pop concert," he said. 

"I think he'll do very 
well and will be a perfect 
foil and complement for 
Ronaldo. It's easy to say 
this is the best strike 
force in the world but it 
will only be the best if 
they can win the Italian 
champion-ship. 

"I'm not. going to tell 
them how to play but will 
try to put them into a 
position ~ where they 
are comfortable," Hodg- 
son added of his team 
who only got together the 
day beforé fhe match. 

"The last time I 
coached a FIFA team 
was in Japan where we 
lost 6-1. 

But there were no 
crunching tackles or silly 
fouls in that match. 


POSITION 
VACANT 


Inside Soccer has a vacancy for a 
Sydney-based 
Marketing & Sales Manager. 


ITALIAN striker Chris- 
tian Vieri, the world’s 
most expensive player. 
earned just $500 when he 
tumed out for the World 
Eleven against the Soc- 
ceroos. 

Vieri was signed fast 
week by Inter Milan for 
$76 million and was one 
of the first to accept an 
invitation from the world 
body FIFA to come to 
Sydney for the game. 

He certainly didn’t 
come for the money - 
FIFA representative Wal- 
ter Gagg revealed the 
World Stars received 
only a $500 fee and a 
"gift from Soccer Austra- 
lia". 

The striker, who spent 
ten of his formative years 
in Sydney, will link -at 
Inter Milan with Brazil- 
ian superstar Ronaldo in 
what has been hailed as 
the world's best strike 
force. 

World team coach, Roy 
Hodgson, said that on 
paper, it was an unbeat- 
able combination but hey 
needed to bring home the 
Serie A title to justify 
their status. 


By Julian Linden 


World Cup hero Juergen 
Klinsmann _captained 
the FIFA All-Stars team 
against Australia at Sat- 
urdays official opening 
of the Sydney Olympic 
Stadium in what could 
well be his final ever 
football match. 

The former Tottenham 
striker said he was hon- 
oured by the appoint- 
ment for what he ex- 
pected would be his last 
serious match. 


Either previous media sales expe- 
rience or a first rate industry 


knowledge of Australian soccer is | ,.7n ai%s0 et 
an absolute essential. er onan 


said. "This will be my 
last game. 

The 34-year-old Ger- 
man former captain had 
retired from the 
game after last year's 
disastrous World Cup 
tournament but tumed 
out in May for a testimo- 
nial game in his honour. 

The match was organ- 
ised by his former club 
Stuttgart after the Ger- 


Enquiries, marked confidential, 
should be made in writing to 


INSIDE SOCCER 

C/o Suites 4/5 
108 Railway Street, 

Corrimal NSW 2518 
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FORMER German 


Klinsmann farewells 
soccer in Sydney 


man Soccer Federation 
denied him an official 
farewell. 

Klinsmann, who scored 
47 goals in 108 appear- 
ances for his country and 
‘was a member of the side 
that won the 1990 World 
Cup, said at the time that 
he was hurt by the fed- 
eration's decision but that 
he had since got over it. 

He told a Sydney news 
conference that he had 
settled well into retire- 
ment and was living in 
California with his wife 
and two-year-old son and 
had now agreed to help 
Germany's campaign 
to host the 2006 World 


spirit of the exhibition 
match, FIFA officials 
approved a request to al- 
low unlimited sub- 
stititions for the exhibi- 
tion match so that both 
teams could give all their 
players a run. 

"TH just put them in 
positions they are com- 
fortable with and hope 


the occasion will moti- the language barrier,” 
vate them and help them said FIFA coach Roy 
work their way through Hodgson before the 
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NORMAN 


TAKES HIS 
LEAVE 


By Nick Guoth 


IT IS SAD to hear that 
Norman Kelly has de- 
cided to move on, after 
nearly four years in Can- 
berra. 

His commitment to 
soccer both for the local 
National League team 
and for his work with 
Soccer Canberra will be 
hard to match. 

Voted Canberra Cos- 
mos Supporter's Player of 
the Year, twice, there is 
no doubt about his popu- 
larity amongst the soccer 
fraternity in Canberra. 

He was always avail- 
able for the fans, espe- 
cially the younger ones, 
to sign autographs and 
have a chat. 

But his record with the 
team is one that stands 
out. 

The seventy nine game- 

sis the current record for 
any player in Cosmos 
Cosmos colours, having 
eclipsed Paul Dee's rec- 
ord during the last sea- 
son. 
In the 1996-97 season, 
‘Norman was also the top 
scorer for the club with 
seven goals, 

Unfortunately, Kelly 
also holds another record 
in being the most sus- 
pended player. 

This is not evidence of 
any spiteful play, but of 
his eagemess and devo- 
tion to the game and 


Kelly was brought to 
Canberra by the then 
Cosmos coach Mike Ly- 
ons. 

He had been with Ly- 
ons at Brunei. 

Lyons sav’ a hard 
worker in Kelly and the 
partnership with Paul 
Wade and Lachlan Arm- 
strong was one of the 
hardest tackling combina- 
tions in the league. 

A past Under 21 North- 
em Ireland international, 
he had played with the 
likes of Raith Rovers, 
Dunferline, Oldham Ath- 
letic and IFK Strémstad 
in Sweden. 

When Paul Wade hung 
up his boots and left two 
years ago, Norman took 
over going out to the 
schools. 

He was keen to help 
introduce soccer to the 
youngsters. 

Last year he became the 
Soccer Canberra School 
the Soccer Canberra 
School Development 
Officer. 

The job took him out to 
nearly all the schools in 
Canberra, and in doing 
so it provided a lot of 
enjoyment for both him- 
self and those he talked 
and worked with. 

"A lot of the school 
kids liked to mimic my 
Irish accent at the ses- 
sions,” he said. 

“Tt was all part of the 
fun. 


as were the teachers, and 
there were never any ma- 
jor problems with the 
kids. 

"On the odd time, some 
of the other Cosmos play- 
ers would come out and 
join me, but generally I 
had to get away from 
training early.” 

Now Norman's 'side- 
kick’ Yuki Onda, a player 
with the Capital City 
Suns and part of Soccer 
Canberra, is by his side 
when he meets with the 
kids at the schools. 

Yuki’s Japanese and 
Norman's Irish accents 
help to bring out the en- 
joyment. 

Further to this Norman 
has also been attending a 
Sports Administration 
course and has become 
involved in the general 
administration of Soccer 
Canberra. 

Norman feels he's 
learnt a lot from his work 

Norman feels he's 
learnt a lot from his work 
at Soccer Canberra. 

"I really enjoyed it 
there, 

“One sees the other 
side of soccer having 
worked in administra- 
tion 

"It is really much 
harder than most people 
think. 


“There's a lot of work 
involved and full credit 
to them, cause they do 
work hard.” 


Harry the 
optimist 


By Ted Simmons 


STRIKER Harry Kewell 
is optimistic Australian 
soccer and his English 
club Leeds will find an 
agreement allowing him 
to play more for the Soc- 
ceroos, 

Leeds has previously 
been reluctant to release 
Kewell to Australia for 
matches it didn't 
consider important. 

And the club further 
fell out with Australian 
soccer authorities by 
signing 


ell in an awkward posi- 
tion but he’s hopeful rela- 
tions between club and 
country were improving 
and he'll be seen more 
often in national colours. 
"Lenjoy coming back to 
play for Australia and 
hope that in games to 
come welll be able to 
work something out with. 
Leeds," Kewell said. 
"One of my major am- 
Ditions is still to play for 
the Olyroos at the Syd- 
ney 2000 Olympics." 
Kewell joined with the 
Socceroo squad for train- 
ing last week in front of 
an enthusiastic crowds of 


students at St Ignatius 


vigorous sessions under 
coach Raul Blanco in 
Preparation for the match 
against the FIFA World 
‘XI last Saturday night. 

Kewell, who still has 
three years to run in his 
contract with Leeds, rel- 
ished the opportunity to 
join a potent Australian 
attack. 

‘Tm looking forward to 
this game, particularly 
the opportunity to play 
up front with Mark 
‘Viduka and John Aloisi,” 
he said before the impor- 
tant match. 


ily in Northern Ireland, 
something hé hasn't done 
for quite a while. 

Kelly is still unsure as 
to where his playing ca- 
Teer will go. 

“T may return to Austra- 
lia to play or continue 
work in some administra- 
tion capacity, or | may 
find something in the 
British scene. 

"I have enjoyed Can- 
berra and made a lot of 
friends here. 

“Tt took a while, but 
after my work in the local 
scene as well as the Cos- 
mos, I've noticed that the 
Canberra people have 
welcomed me." 

But Norman may be 
back earlier than’ many 
think. 


The ACT Chief Minis- 
ter, Kate Carnell, has 
invited him back to be 
the yoice of soccer in 
Canberra and to help 
advertise the game for the 
the voice of soccer in 


Canberra and to help & 


advertise the game for 
the upcoming Olympics. 


And who better to do ~ 


the job? 

Norman has always 
been the voice of Can- 
berra soccer. 

We thank Norman for 
all the work he's put into 
ACT soccer, both on and 
off the field and wish 
him all the best for the 
future, whether that be 
here in Canberra, else- 


By Chris Lines 


CARLTON will an- 
nounce four signings 
within a month, includ- 
i 


n @ 
international players, as 
it re-asserts itself as a 
national soccer league 
power following a 
disappointing pest seas- 
on. 

The club's new owners 
promised coach Stuart 
Munro they were pre- 
pared to splash out on 
fresh signings to tum 

the club's for- 


season, the Blues slipped 
out of playoff contention 
last year - a terrible out- 
come for one of the 
league's few fully profes- 
Lilie be ee Gate jones | 


where in Australia or in 


another country. 


Nonman Kelly’s Canberra Cosmos record; 
95/96: 21 appearances, 2 goals 


98/99: 14 appearances, 0 
NSL debut: 28/10/95, for Canberra, v Sydney Olympic (lost 2-3) 
{stats: Andrew Howe] 


Munro to look overseas 
for Carlton signings 


clubs. 

"Tam looking to bring 
in four, five players of 
quality to the club and 
the board said they 
will do everything they 
can to back me finan- 
cially,” Munro said. 

"They have guaranteed 
me this will happen, that 
‘we will try to compete in 
this market, 

"Ive already spoken to 
three, four players from 
overseas. 

“Obviously I can only 
sign a couple but we are 
looking to bring in over- 
‘seas players for their ex- 
perience," he said. 

While all clubs are 
keen to sign big names 
for their crowd-drawing 
ability, they cannot 
compete with the wages 
offered for older players 
by modest Asian leagues, 
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Tet alone 
Europe, 

"To try to get a player 
from overseas with a pro- 
file, that people know, is 
going to cost 
you phenomenal money. 
You're looking at 
$500,000 per year and 
that is average wages for 
those guys," he said. 

Munro, a former star 
defender for Scottish gi- 
ant Glasgow Rangers, 
said Australian clubs 
have.a naive attitude to- 
ward players in their 30s, 
with a prevailing belief 
they are washed 
up, when they still have 
a lot to offer. 

Northem Spirit's use of 
former Tottenham star 
Tan Crook proved there 
was value in signing 
experienced former inter- 
nationals to complement 


those of the abundant supply of 
talented younger players. 

The coach said left- 
sided players and-experi- 
enced strikers ‘to guide 
young forwards Archie 
Thompson, Joe Tricarico 
and Alex Moreira were 
the obvious holes that 
need to be filled at 
Carlton. 

Carlton was also chas- 
ing promismg young- 
sters, some of whom 
were currently in the 
Olyroos team. 

And Carlton Chairman, 
Mr Justin Madden has 
announced that star mid- 
fielder Marco Bresciano, 
has signed a prestigious 
four year deal with fa- 
mous Italian club Em- 
poli. 

Bresciano joins former 
Carlton player Vince 
Grella at Empoli. 
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King Kenny is the new man in charge at MARK VIDUKA’S Celtic 
as they prepare to 


TAKE ON THE WORLD 


SCOTTISH premier 
league giant Celtic has 
appointed Kenny Dal- 
glish as Director of Foot- 
ball Operations and John 
Barnes as head coach. 

Dalglish, a former 
Celtic and Liverpool 
player who has managed 
Liverpool, Blackburn and 
Newcastle in the English 
premier league, and for- 
mer England  intemna- 
tional Barnes, who also 
played most of his career 
for Liverpool, take up 
their appointments imme- 
diately. 

Jozef Venglos, who led 
Celtic to the league title 
in 1998, will become the 
club's European technical 
adviser. 

And Celtic legend 
Jimmy Johnstone wel- 
comed Kenny Dalglish's 
retum to Parkhead and 
insisted: "This is what the 
wonderful fans deserve.” 

Dalglish, known throu- 
ghout his career as ‘King 
Kenny’, was finally un- 
veiled as the club's direc- 
tor of football operations 
after months of specula- 
tion and a failed takeover 
attempt. 

That was under former 
supremo Fergus McCann, 
but new managing direc- 
tor Allan MacDonald 
made Dalglish his first 
target the moment he 
walked through the doors 
at the Bhoys’ impressive 
60,000-seater stadium. 

Dalglish was hero- 
worshipped by the Park- 
head legions in the 1970s 
before departing Glasgow 
to fill the gap left by Ger- 
many-bound Kevin 
Keegan at Liverpool. 


r 


And Johnstone feels 
Dalglish, coupled with 
mew supremo Mac- 
Donald, are the men to 
fire Celtic forward into 
the year 2000 and finally 
haul them back on a par, 
or even better, ahead of 
arch-rivals Rangers. 

Johnstone | said: . "The 
bottom line is Kenny is a 
Celtic guy who knows all 
about the club - and that’s 
exactly what is needed at 
Parkhead with everyone 
being on such a downer 
after we won nothing last 

n. 


Season. 
"Losing the title was 


teally hard to swallow, 
but to lose all three do- 
mestic trophies to Rang- 
ers was, almost unbear- 


able. 

“Still, true to form, the 
Celtic fans have been 
marvellous, you've got to 
hand it to them. 

"Dalglish has always 
loved Celtic, and the fans 
absolutely adore Kenny. 

“They deserve some- 
thing like this and they 
deserve to have people in 
charge who care about 
the club as much as they 
do.” 

And Johnstone believes 


INDOOR SOCCER (FIVE A SIDE) 
ASSOCIATION OF N.S.W. Inc. 
WINTER COMPETITIONS NOW RUNNING 


AUL THESE ISA CENTRES ARE AFFILIATED WITH SOCCER NSW 
CONTACT A CENTRE NEAR YOU 


SYDNEY 
Parklea 
Bonnyrigg 
Hornsby 
Kellyville 
Leumeah 
Lidcombe 
COUNTRY 
Coniston 
Gosford 
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9894 1425 
9610 1137 
9477 1074 
9629 1518 
4626 1700 
9654 2311 
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4229 4901 
4325 0107 
4954 5305 
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North Ryde 
Riverstone 
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9627 5148 
9556 3386 
9832 0567 
A877 5931 


4256 4515 | 


4448 6091 
4977 1350 
4455 2281 


For further information contact the 
Manager ISA NSW on 9629 1800 or 0414 430 047 
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those supporters can now 
forget all about the agony 
of the last few months 
and focus firmly on the 
future - one which he is 
convinced is more prom- 
ising than ever. 

But he also warned 
despite the major face-lift 
behind the scenes, only 
when the Hoops begin to 
get it right on the pitch 
can they truly be satis- 
fied - and as far as he is 
concerned that means a 
major reshuffle of the 
playing staff. 

He added: "This is a 
good lift, but there still 
has to be a lot to happen 
yet. Celtic need a few 
players without a shadow 
ofa doubt. 

“Let's get people here, 
who like Kenny and Al- 
lan MacDonald know 
precisely just how big 
this football club is and 
exactly what it's all 
about. 

"As I say, it's great hay- 
ing him come back, but 
as far as the fans are con- 
cemed, getting players in 
who are going to bring 
the glory days back to the 
club is the crucial factor. 

"But this is certainly a 
step in the right direction 
and hopefully the team 
will revert to winning 
ways as soon as possible. 
“Tt has been talked 
about for a long time but 
it's no less of a boost for 
that." 

And the arrival of liv- 
ing legends Kenny Dal- 
glish and John Barnes at 
Celtic could resurrect 
Alan Stubbs' Parkhead 
career. 

The Scottish Cup final 
defeat at the hands of Oid 
Firm rivals’ Rangers was 
expected to be the unset- 
tled defender's last game 


for the club, but Stubbs 


== has hinted he could be set 
~ for a change of heart. 


The 27-year-old had 
been on the verge of a 
move to Aston Villa last 
season after it became 
known that he wanted to 
be nearer his family in 
England, but the clubs 
failed to come to an 
agreement on a transfer 
fee. 

Stubbs, however, will 


=3 now have to wait until he 


reports back to training 


# on July 1 to find out if 
Celtic have received or 


accepted any serious of- 
fers for him from Eng- 
land. 

Stubbs said: “Right 
now I'm refusing to rule 
anything in or out. 

"My position has al- 
ways been to wait and see 
what develops over the 
summer before deciding 
my next move. 

"I could return to Celtic 
on July 1 and be told that 
the club have accepted an 
offer for me from a Pre- 
miership club. 

“Then the matter would 
be really out of my hands 
and I'd probably be off." 

However, the former 
Bolton Wanderers fay- 
ourite has admitted the 
chance to work with two 
former Liverpool greats 
would be too big-an op- 
portunity for him to tum 
his back on. 

He added: "There is 
another situation which 
isn't so clear-cut. 

"If no-one comes in for 
me over the summer I'd 
return for pre-season 
training as a signed Celtic 
player - I've no way of 
knowing what would 
happen then. 

"I'd be lying if I said 
the prospect of playing 
under John Barnes and 
Kenny Dalglish didn't 
appeal to me. 

“They are legends in 
the game and their arrival 
shows the level of ambi- 
tion currently sweepi 
thronghiiech. 

"Celtic have clearly set 
their sights on becoming 
a major force in Euro- 
pean football and I would 
love to be part of that. 

“The arrival of Kenny 
Dalglish and John Bares 
could be the start of 
something massive. 

"If I start pre-season 
training under John 
Bames and things are 
going well, it would be a 
hell of a decision to walk 
out on it all, especially so 
close to the start of the 
season. One thing for 
sure is the last thing 
Celtic or myself need 
after this season is more 
uncertainty. 

"If they haven't had an 
offer the club might want 
to sit down and talk again 
and see where we all 
stand.” 
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KENNY DALGLISH 

1951: Born March 4, Dalmarnock, Glasgow. 

1966: Played for Scotland schoolboys. 

1967: Joined Celtic on provisional contract. 

1968: Turned professional. Loaned by Celtic to Cum- 
bernauld United. 

1969: Made first-team debut for Celtic. 

1971: Won first Scotland cap. 

1977: Transferred to Liverpool for £440,000. 

1979: Footballer of Year. 

1983: Footballer of Year and Players’ Player of Year, 
1985: Appointed Liverpool player-manager. 

1991: Announced shock resignation in February. Ap- 


pointed Blackburn manager in October. 
1992; Broke British transfer record in July by paying 


£3.3million to Southampton for Alan Shearer. 

1994: Broke transfer record for second time by paying 
£Smillion to Norwich for Chris Sutton i July. 

1995: Stecred Blackburn to first championship for 81 
years. Became Blackbum's director of football, with 
assistant Ray Harford taking over as manager. 

1996: Left Blackburn by mutual consent. In Decem- 
ber, appointed business development manager for 
Rangers chairman David Murray's company Camegie 
Sports International. 

1997: Succeeded Kevin Keegan as Newcastle man- 
ager. Newcastle beat Barcelona in the Champions 
League at St James’ Park, but league form nosedives. 
Newcastle survive after being sucked into a relegation 
dog-fight, but Dalglish ends the season leading the 
Magpies out at Wembley for the FA Cup final, which 


they lose 2-0 to Arsenal, 

1998: Dalglish's pre-season signings include French 
World Cup-winning striker Stephane Guivare’h, Peru- 
vian Nolberto Solano. and Greek international George 
Georgiadis. Newcastle cani only draw 0-0 at home to 
10-man Chariton in the Premiership opener at St 
James’ Park. Dalglish wakes up to back page newspa- 
per headlines predicting he will be replaced as man- 
ager by Ruud Gullit. 

Launches a failed bid to buy out chief executive Fer- 
gus McCann's stake in former club Celtic with Simple 
Minds singer Jim Kerr. 

1999: Spends the rest of the season concentrating on 
media work, appointed director of football operations 
by Celtic on June 10. 


Dalglish honours 

With Celtic 

1972: League champions, Scottish Cup winners. 
1973: League champions. 

1974: League champions, Scottish Cup winners. 
1975: Cup winners, League Cup winners. 

1977: League champions, Cup winners. 

Playing record with Celtic: 324 matches, 167 goals, 
With Liverpool 3 

1978: European Cup winners. 

1979: League champions. 

1980: League champions. 

1981: European Cup winners, League Cup winners. 
1982: League champions, League Cup winners, 
1983: League champions, League Cup winners. 
1984: League champions, European Cup winners, 
League Cup winners. 

1986 (as player-manager): League champions, FA 
Cup winners. 

Playing record with Liverpool: 515 matches, 173 
goals. 

1988 (as manager): League champions, 

1989: FA Cup winners. 

1990: League champions. 

With Blackbur: 

1992: Won promotion to top flight. 

1994: Premiership runners-up. 

1995: Premiership champions. 

With Newcastle: 

1998: FA Cup runners-up. 


International record 
Scotland: 102 matches (national record), 30 goals 
(national record shared with Denis Law). 


‘Stress’ problems, 
Spain, Spurs, Spit- 
ting and now a no- 
go hairdresser 
visa — problems 
continue to hunt 
King Kenny’s 


By Simon Stone, 
Simon Buckland 
and Tony Kelshaw 


CELTIC fans have urged the 
club to dump bad-Bhoy Mark 
Viduka after he admitted it 
would be "a dream" to play for 
Tottenham. 

In an Australian television 
interview, Viduka claimed he 
had been the subject of a 
£5million bid from Spurs. 

‘The Aussie striker said he 
was flattered by Spurs’ appar- 
ent interest - which has since 
been denied by the Premier- 
ship side - and added: "It's 
every footballers dream to 
play for a club like Totten- 
ham.” 

Viduka's comments have 
outraged the Celtic fans, who 
stood by the errant 23-year- 
old when he refused to link up 
with the Parkhead club imme- 
diately after his move from 
Croatia Zagreb in December. 

He ended the season in dis- 
grace after being sent off for 
spitting at an opponent against 
Dunfermline last month and, 
according to Peter Rafferty, 


chairman of the Affiliation of 
Celtic Supporters’ Clubs, the 
latest incident should signal 
the end of his 1 1-match Hoops 
career, 

"It is a disgrace," said Raf- 
ferty. "When you consider the 
amount of games- he has 
played and the trouble he has 
already caused, mindless com- 
ments like this only confirm 
the belief that he never wanted 
to play for us anyway. 

"Bearing in mind both clubs 
have denied any contact, it 
seems Mark is a bit of a Wal- 
ter Mitty-type character. 

“There seems to be no truth 
behind them at all and he just 
believes the first thing he 
thinks when he wakes up in 
the morning. 

"I am sure the club will have 
their own views about what to 
do with him but if he is still 
with Celtic at the start of next 
season, he may have some 
problems trying to win the 
fans over a second time." 

Rafferty insisted that with 
Britain's highest average at- 
tendance of almost 60,000, 
Celtic could claim to be a big- 
ger club than Tottenham. 

And he used Viduka’s strike 
partner Henrik Larsson as the 
perfect example of what was 
expected of a player pulling 


on the famous green and white 
Jersey. 
"Henrik is a far better 


player - a top-class goalscorer 
who has proved his worth to 
this club," said Rafferty. 

"He is a regular international 
and has re-signed for us for 
another four years. 

"Unlike Viduka, he has de- 
livered for us on the pitch and 
knows exactly what Celtic 
means to the supporters. 

“Tottenham Hotspur is not 


bigger or better than Celtic 
and if he doesn't know that by 
now he never will. 

"In trying circumstances, the 
fans got behind him when he 
eventually recovered from the 
tiredness which stopped him 
joining us originally. 

“They tried to help him set- 
tle and gave him every en- 
couragement. 

"But for Viduka to fly half- 
way across the world then 
upset everybody with his crass 
comments is ridiculous. 

"He doesn't appear to have 
any respect for the club and I 
can't see many people show- 
ing too much respect for him." 

And reports linking Celtic 
striker Mark Viduka with a 
£S5million move to Spurs have 
been quashed by the player's 
agent Bernie Mandic. 

Mandic said: "There really 
is no story. It's just something 
the Australian press picked up 
on from an old story in a Scot- 
tish newspaper from two 
months ago. 

"Mark. did an hour long in~ 
terview with one of the net- 
works and this story was 


touched upon for about two 
minutes. 

"Mark said that if the ru- 
mours had been truc he'd have 
been flattered and that anyone 
would like to play for a big 
club like Tottenham. 

“But until several reporters 
rang me, we knew nothing 
about the story resurfacing. 

"Unless the two clubs are 
doing some sort of deal be- 
tween themselves then noth- 
ing is happening. 

“Tm Mark's manager and if 
something was happening 
then I would know about it." 

Viduka, in a television in- 
terview in Melbourne had 
indeed said a switch to the 
Premiership is an option he 
would consider. 

When asked about Totten- 
ham, he said: "It's a good club 
and I'm flattered they've of- 
fered that sort of money for 


me. 

"It's every footballer’s dream 
to play for a club like Totten- 
ham. I suppose that's between 
the two clubs to decide and if 
something happens, that's 
good, but if it doesn't, I'm 


easy. 

Martin Jolly, managing di- 
rector of the IMG agency 
which handles Viduka's af- 
fairs, said leading clubs are 
bound to be interested in the 
forward. 

He said: "There is no ques- 
tion he is a player that would 
be targeted and will continue 
to be targeted. It is no surprise 
that someone would make an 
offer to him because he is that 
kind of player, but we cannot 
confirm anything concrete at 
this stage." 

A. Celtic spokesman re- 
sponded, however, by insist- 
ing: "The club has received no 
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approach from any football 
club regarding an offer for 
Mark Viduka.” 

And Tottenham joined 
forces with the Glasgow giants 
in denying that a fee has been 
agreed between the two clubs. 

A Spurs spokesman said: 
"As Celtic will readily con- 
firm, we have not contacted 
them over Viduka.” 

Viduka's protracted 
£3million arrival from Croatia 
Zagreb saw him initially sign 
in December, but not make his. 
first start for the Parkhead 
club until the March 8 Scot- 
tish Cup tie at Morton. 

The Australian international 
struck twice in that game to 
spark a run of eight goals in 
his first seven Celtic appear- 
ances, although he looked out 
of sorts in the title decider 
with Rangers on May 2. 


BAD 


The following week at Dun- 
fermline he was red-carded for 
spitting at home midfielder 
‘Mare Millar, with furious 
Celtic officials forcing the 
player into a public apology 
for his actions. 

An ankle injury collected in 
the same game meant that East 
End Park clash was to be 
Viduka's last of the campaign, 
leaving him with a total of just 
11 games for Celtic. 

Earlier this year, Viduka 
hinted of ambitions away from 
Celtic Park when he spoke of 
a desire to play in Spanish 
football and has recently been 
unsettled by his Croatian girl- 
friend Ivana experiencing 
work permit difficulties. 

His girlfriend does not qual- 
ify for a British work permit. 

The Celtic: 
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he went AWOL just two days 
after his £4 million transfer in 
December, has urged the club 
to help persuade the Govern- 
ment to cut through red tape 
and allow Croatian beauty 
Ivana Husidic to resume her 
hairdressing career. 

But the Department of Em- 
ployment has confirmed to 
Record Sport that Ivana can- 
not be given a permit unless 
she and Viduka are married. 

The news will come as a 
massive blow to Viduka, who 
had hoped that new Celtic 
chief executive Allan Mac- 
Donald would be able to solve 
a problem which Parkhead 
insiders fear could cause their 


"He feels he has been in- 
volved in enough controversy 
and he is leaving this matter in 
the hands of Celtic. 

"He has spoken to Mr Mac- 
Donald who is very under- 
standing and Mark's happy to 
leave this in his hands.” 

However, MacDonald is 
fighting a battle that he cannot 
win as, under Government 
mules, hairdressers do not 
qualify for work permits. 

A club insider said: "Mark 
has spoken to us about this 
because it is causing problems 
at home. 

“Tvana does not have many 
friends in Scotland and she 
was hoping to meet new peo- 
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Run home to start 
hotting up 


by Patrick Galloway 


WITH the competition 
Testing over the long 
weekend, were edging 
closer and closer to the 
finals of the New South 
Wales Super League. 

Things are currently 
looking quite congested 
on the NSW Super 
League ladder, with no 
less than eight sides bat- 
tling it out for a position 
in the finals. 

Blacktown currently 
lead the league on 44 
points, sitting four points 
clear of nearest challeng- 
ers Bonnyrigg, who are a 
further six points clear of 
third placed Macarthur 
with a game in hand. 

As we move down the 
ladder things become a 
Tittle denser. No less 
than four sides then fol- 
low - being separated by 
just two points. 

Leichhardt are the best 
of them on 32, while 
Bankstown, Fairfield and 
Canterbury -Marrickville 
are just one point behind, 
all tied on 31. 

The Parramatta Eagles 
are sitting quietly on 29, 
with a game in hand. 


NSW Super League competition: the league is back in full flight after the holiday weekend recess 


Blacktown still will 
have their work cut out 
in getting the minor pre- 


matches see them pitted 
against Bankstown (h), 
Fairfield (a) and Par- 


All sides that are in (a). 
contention at this late 
Stage of the season and 
will take some beating. 
Although with a four 
advantage over 
second placed Bonny- 
tigg - the only team that 
can realistically be chal- 
lenging for the minor 


premiership, Blacktown 


finals is set to occur 


ence - currently 16, Par- 


are looking safe. down towards the middle ramatta are looking red- 

This becomes increas- of the ladder, where Par- _ light specials to reach the 

ingly apparent upon ex- ramatta, Canterbury, next stage of the compe- 

remanding mining theif rivals run Bankstown, Fairfield, _ tition along with Black- 


home. 

Bonnyrigg will be tak- 
ing on Leichhardt (h), 
Ryde (h), and Canterbury 


runs in. 


There stands some very 
difficult opposition in 
both Leichhardt and Can- 
terbury Marrickville, and (a), 
without Colin Luff for 
the rest of the season - 
things aren't looking all 
that great for Bonnyngg. 

The real race for the 


excellent 


SUPER LEAGUE 


Sunday June 13 
Central Coast v Parramatta Eagles 
Pluim Park, 3:00pm 
(rd 10 re-arranged match) 
Eastern Suburbs v Ryde City 
Wentworth Park, 3:00pm 
(rd 16 re-arranged match) 
Monday June 14 
Macarthur Rams v Fairfield Bulls 
Lynwood Park, 3:00pm 
(td 18 re-arranged match) 


Proudly sponsored by PEPSI 


NSW SOCCER FEDERATION INFORMATION SERVICE 


19009 22885 


(2Sc per min —IDS. Higher rates applies from mobile and public phonés) 
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Leichhardt and Bank- 
stown all have difficult 


The best of this bunch 
Jocks to be Parramatta, 
who are up against Suth- 
erland (a), Central Coast 
(h) and then Blacktown 


At least six points 
should come to fruition 
in this instance for Par- 
ramatta, and with an 
goal differ- 


NSW SOCCER FEDERATION 


town, Bonnyrigg and 
Macarthur. 

Fifth position could 
fall to any one of a num- 
ber of sides, although if 
it were based on consis- 
tency we would have to 
lean towards Leichhardt, 
currently in outright 4th 
position. Leichhardt's 
final three games sees 
them matched up against 
Bonnyrigg (h), Bank 
stown (a) and Fairfield 


). 

A difficult run home 
but none-the-less one 
that the lads from Leich- 
hhardt could surely han- 
dle. 

All in all it will be a 
fiery remanding three 
rounds in the New South 
Wales Super League, 
indicative of the tight. 
ness of the competition 
this season. 

Let's just hope that the 
great competition contin- 
ues as We move into the 
next stage of the Super 
League in four weeks, 


AND Mark Fowler high- 
lights the catch-up 
matches played; 

Tt was a rare quiet week- 
end in Super League, 
with it originally being 
left free. 

Despite that - though 
three games were played, 
all of them re-arranged 
games from previously 
washed-out games. 

On Sunday _Eastem 


Suburbs secured a rare 
win after defeating Ryde 
City 1-0 at Wentworth 
Pak. Peter Pullicino, 
who scored goals with a 
flurry at the start of the 
season but hasn’t netted 
for some time, scored 
after 67 minutes in what 
could be a vital win for 
the Wanderers. 

Even better for their 
point of view was they 
moved a point clear of 
the Central Coast, who 
went down 2-0 at home 
to the Parramatta Eagles. 

Striker Adam Ander- 
son notched his ninth of 
the season for the Eagles 
and the youngster only 
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came into the side nearly 
halfway through the sea- 
son. 

Defender Paul 

O’Grady sealed the 
points for the Eagles, 
‘with a goal afler 54 min- 
utes. 
It looks like the fate of 
the two bottom clubs 
could come down to the 
very last game of the 
season, when the Coas- 
ties take on Easter Sub- 
urbs. 

The Eagles meantime 
went back into fourth, 
although Fairfield: could 
go above them depending 
on the result of Mon- 
day’s game. 


Bankstown Lions coach 


The Macarthur Rams 
took on the Fairfield 
Bulls yesterday 
(Monday) looking for a 
win to keep them clear in 
second place. 

The Rams though have 
been rocked by the shock 
Tesignation of coach Ca- 
sey de Bruin, so stand-in 
Martin Bourke, who is 
being assisted by Rich- 
ard Lloyd and John 
Crawley, will be looking 
to fire his charges up. 

With three rounds to 
go and all issues still to 
be decided, it looks like 
being a fascinating last 
three rounds in the 1999 
Super League campaign! 


EURO 


By Mike Collett 


THE Czech Republic became 
the first country to qualify for 
next year's European Champi- 
onship soccer finals after re- 
covering from a 2-0 deficit to 
beat Scotland 3-2 in a group 
nine qualifier in Pragueon 
Wednesday. 

The Czechs, beaten finalists 
in Euro 96, clinched first 
place in their group by reach- 
ing a maximum 21 points 
from seven matches - a total 
none of the chasing pack can 
catch. 

The winners of the nine 
qualifying groups and the best 
placed runner-up are guaran- 
teed an automatic place in the 
finals along with joint-hosts 
Belgium and the Netherlands. 

The eight other runners-up 
then play-off for the four re- 
maining spots. 

But the Czechs lived dan- 
gerously before booking their 
ticket to the Netherlands. 

They went behind to. goals 
scored by Paul Ritchie and 
Allan Johnston before hitting 
back through Tomas Repka, 
Pavel Kuka and Jan Koller 
late in the match. 

Scotland, which looked as if 
it was about to bounce back 
from the previous Saturday's 


2000 


shock 1-1 draw with the Faroe 
Islands, remained second after 
Estonia lost 2-1 to Lithuania 
and the Faroes again pulled 
off a shock, drawing 2-2 with 
Bosnia in Toftir. 

With the Czechs clear on 21 
points, Scotland lead the 
scramble for second place 
with eight points, the same 
tally as both Bosnia and 
Lithuania, 

Estonia has seven points. 

Poland, which has never 
appeared in the European 
Championship, boosted its 
chances with a 3-2 win over 
Luxembourg while England 
could only draw 1-1 in Bul- 


garia. 

The Polish result, together 
with a disappointing draw for 
England against a Bulgarian 
side reduced to 10-men for the 
last 30 minutes in Sofia, fa- 
voured Poland in group five. 

Sweden, which did not play 
on Wednesday, led the group 
with -13 points from five 
matches, followed by Poland, 
12 from six and England nine 
from six. 

Romania also took a huge 
step to ensuring its place in 
the play-offs with a 4-0 
thumping of Azerbaijan in 
group seven. 

Romania now has 17 points 


KEEGAN 
WON'T WALK 


By Mark Bradley 


KEVIN Keegan insists that he 
will not quit even if England 
do not make it to the Euro 
2000 finals. Keegan has now 
come to the end of the four- 
match period after which he 
had initially claimed that he 
would bow out and return to 
Fulham. 

He has since changed his 
mind and signed a three-year 
contract to take charge of 
England until after the 2002 
World Cup finals, 

And even the setbacks of 
the past week, coupled with 
the first real criticism of his 
tactical abilities and the reali- 
sation that there are ‘only 
about 25 names who are 
really England quality" in the 
entire country, have not al- 
tered his thinking. 

For despite ee hapless 
displays against Sweden and 
Bulgaria, England can still 
qualify for the Euro 2000 
play-offs by beating both 
“Luxembourg and Poland in 
September. 

Keegan said: "The - place 
and time for any debate about 
my future is after the next two 
games but of course I am 
staying on if we don't qualify 
for Euro 2000." 

Some critics believe he 
could simply walk away from 
the job if the personal criti- 
cism becomes too great but he 
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insisted: "There is no way I 
would not stay on. 

"I would like to try and see 
it through but if the Football 
Association have a different 
view two years down the line 
and I'm not allowed to then 
that is a different thing. 

"But I'm going to give this 
my very best shot. I can see 
the frustration in the job but I 
knew about that before I took 
over. The last two games 
were very poor but at least 
things are still in our own 
hands to qualify. You don't 
normally get too many 
chances if you don't produce 
the goods but fortunately we 
still have one.” 

Keegan acknowledges that 
the route ahead of his side is 
"tough and fraught with dan- 
ger” but he insists that he 
does not have any regrets 
about failing to wait until the 
end of his first four matches 
before deciding his long-term 
future. 


"I knew I could do that but 
it was never going to happen. 
It would never have been fair 
to leave someone else in this 
position of needing to win 
two games to qualify. I would 
have felt responsible for 
where Eng-land were at this 
point and it would have been 
like me saying it was not 
hunky-dory when I took over 
and it's not hunky-dory for 
the next man. I don't think 


Czechs make it mate 
with win over Scotland 


from its seven matches - six 
points clear of third placed 
Slovakia which won 1-0 in 
Hungary. 

Portugal, which crushed 
Liechtenstein 8-0, was top of 
the section with 18 points and 
was also certain to finish ei- 
ther first or second. 

Joao Pinto scored a hat-trick 
to lead the rout in front of 
25,000 at Coimbra. 

There was nearly a major 
ae with tiny Andorra mak- 

orld champion France 
fight all the way for a 1-0 win 
in the game played at Barce- 
lona's Olympic Stadium. 

France, beaten 3-2 at home 
by Russia on Saturday, scored 
a late penalty through Frank 
Leboeuf in a game marred by 
the sendings-off of France's 
Christophe Dugarry after only 
24 minutes and Andorran 
Tony Lima six minutes from 
time. 

The result lifted France into 
second place in group four on 
14 points, behind leader 
Ukraine which drew 0-0 in 
Armenia while Russia moved 
into contention with a 1-0 win 
over Iceland in Moscow - Ice~ 
land's first defeat in 11 
matches. 

With seven matches played 
Ukraine has 15 points, France 


that would have been right." 

Meanwhile, he was also 
adamant in refuting sug- 
gestions that he had found his 
working relationship with FA. 
technical director Howard 
Wilkinson to be "stifling". 

Wilkinson, the former 
Leeds boss, clearly has mas- 
sive power within the FA and 
heads the development pro- 
gramme for young players. 

He also has an input into 
the England set-up, was seen 
as the man behind the sacking 
of under-21 coach Peter Tay- 
lor and some have wondered 
whether he is treading on 
Keegan's toes. 

However, the England head 
coach insisted: "Let me make 
this clear - Howard has been a 
tremendous help, he is fully 
on board and has never done 
anything that I have not asked 
him to do. He does a lot of 
preparation, scouting and the 
like because that is in his do- 
main and it could not have 
been done any more profess- 
ionally. 

"Any input from him when 
he sits in the stand at Wem- 
bley is fine because the game 
looks different from there. He 
and I have different agendas 
and I'm not a fool - if there is 
some advice on offer I will 
take it, But I pick the team 
and nobody interferes. Blame 
me because the buck stops 
here.” 
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So near 
and yet so 
far for tiny 
Andorra 


By Phil Minshull 


14, Russia 12 and Iceland 12. 

In group one, Italy stayed 
top despite being held to a 0-0 
draw by Switzerland in 
Lausanne, but Denmatk re- 
vived its hopes with a 2-0 win 
over Wales in Liverpool. 

Ttaly has 14 points from six 
matches, followed by Den- 
mark on eight, Switz-erland 
on seven and Wales out of it 
on six. 

‘Niall Quinn scored the sec- 
ond half winner as Ireland 
downed Macedonia 1-0 - a 
tesult which lifted the side to 
top of the section on nine 
points ahead of Macedonia 
(7), Croatia (7) and Yugosla- 
via (6). 

But Ireland's campaign 
could yet be derailed if UEFA 
decide to penalise the country 
for its government refusing to 
allow Yugoslavia into the 
country for last Saturday's 
group eight qualifier in Dub- 
fin, 


Denis and that was a great 
feeling. This is even better. 

"We were close to achiey- 
ing a miracle and I'm sure I'll 
be thinking about this game 
for a long time to come," Vila 
added. 

Andorra were denied a 
draw with the world champi- 
ons only by a-Frank Leboeuf 
penalty five minutes from 
time. 

"Oh, but for that penalty,” 
the Andorran daily Diari 
d'Andorra lamented on its 
front page. 

Radio Nacional d'Andorra 
commentator Gabriel Feran- 
dez brought a touch of per- 
spective to the euphoria after 
the match, 

"We walked on a knife 
edge throughout the match. 
With 10 men in defence there 
was alway the possibility 
some-thing like this was go- 
ing to happen. 

"It would have been no 
surprise if there had been a 
first half penalty but to lose 
one just five minutes from 
time was just so cruel," Fer- 
nandez said. 


—_—________ 
A 1-0 defeat would normally 
not be cause for celebration 
but Andorra's narrow loss to 
France in their European 
championship qualifier last 
Wednesday was hailed 
in every comer of the tiny 
Pyrenean prin ity. 

"I am incredibly proud of 
our players," the Andorran 
head of government, Marc 
Forne, commented. 

"When you think that one of 
the French players could cost 
as much as a quarter of our 
national budget, it is a testa- 
ment to what we have 
achieved." 

The match was played in 
Barcelona's Montjuic Oly- 
mpic, a four-hour drive away, 
because Andorra's own sta- 
dium only has a capacity of 
1,250. 

"I think this is the greatest 
day in our short history,” 
Andorran Football Federation 
president Francesco Vila said. 
"I remember the night last 
year when we were‘ only 
beaten 2-0 by France in Saint- 
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Saturday 19 June 
Kemblawarra v Cringila Lions 
Albert Butler Memorial Park 
Coniston Lions v Port Kembla 
JJ Kelly Park 
Northern United v Fernhill 
Memorial Park, Corrimal 
Bulli v Wollongong Olympic 
Ball’s Paddock, Bulli 
Lyasghts v Wollongong White Eagles 
Figtree Recreation Ground 
Sunday 20 june 
Shoalhaven City v Woonona 
Ison Park, South Nowra 
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Arise, Sir 


Alex; 


the guru of 
Manchester 


United 


IT’S Sir Alex from now on. 
Manchester United manager 
Alex Ferguson has received a 
knighthood in the Queen’s 
honours list. Ferguson, the 57- 
year-old Scot who led Man- 
chester United to an unprece- 
dented league, F.A. Cup and 
European Champions Cup this 
season, was a late addition to 
the list. 

Prime Minister Tony Blair 
added Ferguson's name to the 
list after United won the 
Champions Cup in a 2-1 
come-from-behind win 
over Bayern Munich last 
month. 

A former shipyard worker in 
Glasgow, Ferguson has won 
12 major trophies since join- 
ing Manchester United 13 
years ago: five league titles, 
four F.A. Cups, one League 
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Cup, one Cup Winners Cup 
and the European Champions 
Cup. The day after the victory 
over Bayern Munich, the 
Queen sent him a personal 
message. 

"Congratulations on your 
splendid win last night. It was 
a magnificent achievement, 
rounding off such an unforget- 
table season for you all." 


And Sir Alex said he was: 


delighted at being knighted by 
the British government. 

"I am delighted and hon- 
oured. I see this as an honour, 
not just for me, but for the 
people who have supported 
me through my life and made 
me what I am," Ferguson said. 

“Manchester United's suc- 
cess is not just down to me but 
to the players who have to 
deliver on the pitch and to the 
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people at Old Trafford, past 
and present, who have made it 
the greatest football club in 
the world.” 

Scottish-born Ferguson, 57, 
is the longest-serving manager 
in England's premier league. 

He started at Manchester 
United in 1986 and last month 
became the first manager to 
achieve the treble of the Eng- 
lish premiership-title, FA Cup 
and European Cup. 

Manchester United assistant 
chief executive Peter Kenyon 
said: "I couldn't think of a~ 
more befitting way to end 
what has been an unbelievable 
season." 

Sources close to the man- 
ager said the players would 
continue to call Ferguson 
"boss" rather than Sir Alex on 
the training ground. 
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Sir Bob 


welcomes Sir 
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Eck to the 


exclusive club 


By David Anderson 


SIR Bobby Charlton is de- 
lighted to welcome Sir Alex 
Ferguson to the select band of 
football knights. 

The Manchester United boss 
is only the eighth manager or 
player to be knighted, and Sir 
Bobby said the honour was 
well deserved. 

Sir Bobby, who is a United 
director, said: "It's right that 
he should be honoured in this 
way and I'm really pleased for 
him. 

“He certainly deserves it 
without question for all that 
he has contributed to the game 
over the years, 

"He has been a fantastic 
success as a manager and he's 
had a wonderful career, 
which, of course, isn't finished 

ret. 


"He's the best at his job and 
he has contributed so much to 
the game. 

"He has improved the game 


tremendously, particularly at 
our club, but also generally 
speaking.” 

Although Sir Alex's honour 
is for services to football, 
there is no doubt it was 
prompted by United's sensa- 
tional Champions League vic- 
tory over Bayer Munich, 
which competed the Treble. 

“That was a marvellous 
achievement and that was 
such a boost for English foot- 
ball,” he said. 

"After years lagging behind, 
it shows English club football 
is back." 

Sir Alex is the third United 
hero to be knighted. 

Sir Matt Busby was hon- 
oured after leading the club to 
their first European Cup suc- 
cess in 1968. 

What satisfies Sir Alex 
Ferguson more than any 
knighthood when he reflects 
on his glorious Manchester 
United reign is that he has 
maintained the traditions laid 
down by Sir Matt Busby. 

For Ferguson that is more 
important than his personal 
glory. 

He is not interested in out- 
shining his illustrious fellow 
Scot by earning a knighthood 
or winning the European Cup. 

Instead his eyes are trained 
on the bigger picture of’ con- 
tinuing the Manchester United 
success story, 

Since he first arrived at Old 
Trafford back in November 
1986, he has tried to win in 
the style of Sir Matt's great 
sides of yesteryear. 

He has always picked teams 
to entertain and thrill, just like 
the Babes of the mid-1950s 
and the 1968 European Cup- 
winning side. 

“We all know that Sir Matt 
laid the seeds of this club 


many, many years ago," he 
said. 


"Without question he laid 
the foundations of what you 


see now and he was one of the 
greatest managers of all time 
and a terrific person. 

"You always concem your- 
self with trying to maintain 
that success - not trying to be 
someone. 

"It doesn't matter who the 
Manager is at a given time, 
who's won something, it's the 
tradition of the club «that 
you're trying to protect. 

"So as you progress through 
this job, you try to follow in 
the manner in which he did, 

"Part of that was adventure 
and he always played cour- 
ageous teams who tried to win 
matches. ' 

"So you get sort of en- 
grained into the fabric of that 
idea of his. 

"When you see Manchester 
United play you see that very 
thing. 

"We've always tried to win. 
our matches in the period of 
time I've been here.” 

And it is maybe no coinci- 
dence that Alex Ferguson's 
mobile phone plays “Scotland 
the Brave! when it rings. 

Few people are more proud 
of their roots than the newly- 
knighted manager of Man- 
chester United, who has been 
dubbed a professional Scots- 
man. 

Ferguson was brought up in 
a working-class family in the 
tough Glasgow suburb of 


Ferguson has 


Govan with his brother Mar- 
tin, who is United's European 
scout, and during that time he 
learned the values that have 


guided him throughout his 
life. 

Tt was in those backstreets 
that he was taught the impor- 
tance of discipline, loyalty, 
family and self-respect. 

The _fiercely-competitive 
remembered 
those lessons throughout his 
hugely-successful career. 

It was significant that during 
his finest moment in Barce- 
Jona last month when he fi- 
nally lifted the European Cup 
he paid tribute to his roots. 

"I'm proud of my family and 
my heritage and all that they 
have given me,” he declared. 

His career is the archetypal 
fags to riches story of the 
baim from the backstreets 
who grew up to become the 
finest manager the British 
game has ever known. 

Before he became a foot- 
baller Ferguson had followed 
his father into the shipyard 
and it was there he developed 
his legendary Stakhanovite 
work ethic and his strong So- 
cialist beliefs. 

"When we were brought up 
you had to get to work on 
time, work hard or you would 
not have a job,” he said. 

"Your father kept your feet 
on the ground and a clip 
round the ear didn't do you 
any harm.” 

Ferguson combined his job 
asa toolmaker with football 


and he played for Queen's 
Park and St Johnstone before 
he turned professional with 
Dunfermline in 1964. 

He went on to play centre- 
forward for his beloved Glas- 
gow Rangers, although he is 
the first to admit he was al- 
ways something of a journey- 
man pro. 

But again his experiences as 
a player helped shape him as a 
manager later in life. 

"I wasn't a particularly suc- 
cessful footballer, although I 
thought I was a good player in 
a team and scored goals," he 
said. 

"But [ never won the things 
I wanted to win and that 
shaped me. 

"You get an opportunity to 
do something about yourself 
as a manager." 

Ferguson got his first break 
in management with East Stir- 
ling in 1974 before he moved 
on to St Mirren after three 
months. 


Paisley was not exactly the 
most glamourous town and 
Ferguson recalled: "It was a 
desolate place and even the 
birds woke up coughing.” 

However, it was all part of 
Ferguson's learning curve, 
which was becoming steeper 
with each passing season. 

This became evident in 1977 
when he tasted glory for the 
first time as a manager when 
he led St Mirren to the Scot- 
tish First Division title. 

Despite this success, 
Ferguson fell foul of the St 
Mirren board and he was 
sacked in 1978. 

Typically, Ferguson 
bounced back and the same 
year he succeeded Billy 
MeNeill at Aberdeen to lead 
the Pittodrie club to their most 
glorious era. 

He revolutionised Scottish 
football as he broke the stran- 
glehold of Rangers and Celtic 
during his eight-year reign. 

In all, he won a staggering 
three titles, four Scottish 
Cups, one Scottish League 
Cup and his crowning glory of 
the European Cup Winners’ 
Cup in 1983 when Aberdeen 
defeated the mighty Real Ma- 
drid in the final. 

In 1984 he was also 
awarded the OBE for his serv- 
ices to football. 

Ferguson was the best man- 
ager north of the border and 
he was the obvious choice to 
coach Scotland at the 1986 
World Cup Finals following 
the sudden death of Jock 
Stein. 

His list of admirers was 
growing and by the autumn of 
1986 they included Man- 
chester United who had just 
sacked Ron Atkinson. 

On November 6 he accepted 
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ProFILE 


SIR ALEX FERGUSON FACTFILE 


1941: Born December 31, 1941 in Govan, Glasgow. 
1957: Joined Queens Park as amateur while apprentice tool- 
maker in Glasgow factory. 


1960: Joined St Johnstone as part-timer. 

1964: Quit toolmaking and joined Dunfermline. 

1967: Moved to Rangers for £65,000. 

1969: Another move, this time to Falkirk, for £20,000. 

1973: Joined Ayr, returning to part-time ranks while running his 


Glasgow pub. 


1974: Appointed manager of East Stirling in September, but 
moved to St Mirren three months later. 
1978: Sacked by St Mirren and appointed at Aberdeen as suc- 


cessor to Billy McNeill. 


1980: First managerial honour when Aberdeen win Scottish 


championship. 


1982: Aberdeen win the Scottish Cup beating Rangers 4-1. 
1983: Aberdeen retain Scottish Cup this time beating Rangers 
1-0 and defeating Real Madrid 2-1 in Gothenburg to lift Euro- 


pean Cup Winners' Cup. 


1984: Aberdeen win League and Cup double beating Celtic 2-1 
in the Cup final. Ferguson awarded OBE. 

1985: Appointed caretaker manager of Scotland following death 
of Jock Stein during Wales v Scotland World Cup qualifier. 
1986: Scotland bow out of Mexico World Cup after first round. 
Ferguson leaves Aberdeen to take over at Manchester United 


after sacking of Ron Atkinson. 


1990: First trophy at Old Trafford as United beat Crystal Palace 
1-0 in an FA Cup final replay after a 2-2 draw. 
1991: United beat Barcelona 2-1 in Rotterdam to win Cup Win- 


ners' Cup. 


1992: European Super Cup arrives at Old Trafford as United 
beat Red Star Belgrade, while first League Cup triumph booked 
with 1-0 defeat of Nottingham Forest. Championship dream 
dies as Leeds overhaul United in final weeks of the season. 
1993: Old Trafford's 26-year wait for title is ended as United 
finish 10 points clear of Aston Villa. a 

1994: United become only fourth team this century, and sixth in 
total, to complete championship and FA Cup Double. The Old 
Trafford club defeated Chelsea 4-0 in the FA Cup final. 

1995: United finish runners-up to Blackbum in the Teague and 


Everton in the FA Cup. 


1996: United become the first club ever to complete the cham- 
pionship and FA Cup Double twice, overcoming one-time run- 
away leaders Newcastle in the Premiership and then beating 


Liverpool 1-0 at Wembley. 


1997: Sets his sights on emulating Sir Mant Busby by lifting the 
European Cup, but United are beaten in semi-finals by Borussia 
Dortmund. Pain eased by fourth championship in five seasons. 
1998: Most disappointing season in recent years with no tro- 
phies won. Domestic challenge thwarted by defeats to eventual 
Double winners Arsenal, and failure once again in the European 
Cup, going out to unfancied Monaco in the quarter-finals. 

1999: Leads United to the Treble - Champions’ Cup, Premier- 


ship and FA Cup. 


May - Signs a new deal keeping him at Old Trafford until 2002. 
June 11 - Knighted in the Queen's Birthday Honours, 


Honours: 

Player: 

Scottish youth international. 
Manager: 


With Aberdeen: Scottish Championship 1979-80, 1983-84, 
1984-85; Scottish Cup winners 1982, 1983, 1984, 1986; Scot- 
tish League Cup 1986; European Cup Winners’ Cup 1983. With 
Manchester United: Premiership champions 1992-93, 1993-94, 
1995-96, 1996-97; FA Cup winners 1990, 1994, 1996; League 
Cup winners 1992; European Cup Winners’ Cup winners 1991: 
European Super Cup winners 1991. 


the biggest challenge of his 
life to revive the fortunes of 
the perennial underachievers, 

Five managers had tried in 
vain to retum United to the 
halcyon days of Sir Matt 
Busby. 

Ferguson, though, had the 
confidence to succeed where 
they had failed because of his 
roots. 

"Scotsmen who leave the 
country have a great sense of 
pride about who they are, par- 
ticularly coming to Eng-land,” 
he said. 

"They want to do well and 
there is a sense of duty to do 
well for your country and 
yourself." 

He never lost faith in him- 
self even in the dark days of 
1989 when some fans called 
for his head. 

He remained confident that 
he could succeed and his be- 
lief was borne out when he led 


United to FA Cup glory in 
1990. 

Although few realised it 
then, that success launched 
United's domination of the 
1990s as they eclipsed all their 
tivals, 

In all Ferguson, 57, has won 
five Premiership crowns, four 
FA Cups, one League Cup 
and one European Cup Win- 
ners' Cup before he captured 
his Holy Grail of the Champi- 
ons League to com-plete an 
historic Treble. 

Ferguson, who has just 
signed a three-year contract 
worth £Smillion, admits noth- 
ing will top that achieve-ment 
during his last three years in 
the job. 

He even claims he will take 
things a bit easier next season. 

"Until we lose our first game 
that is and then it will be tea- 
cup time,” he said. 
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|| Collated Euro championship qualifying results/standings 


Group 1 

Switzerland 0 Italy 0 

Wales0 = Denmark 2 

PW DLE APt 

Italy 6420 12 14 

Denmark 6222658 
| Switzerland 5 221 43 8 

Wales 62045 136 

Belarus 5 0 2: 3:3 «6 2 


Remaining matches: 
Sept4 Belarus. Wales 
Denmark v Switzerland 
Switzerland vy Belarus 
Italy v Denmark 

Wales v Switzerland 
Belarus v Italy 


Sept 8 
Oct 9 
Group 2 


Albania 0. 
Greece 1 


Slovenia 1° 
Latvia 2 


Norway 
Slovenia 
Latvia 
Greece 
Georgia 
Albania 


AxaiaI a8 


WUNN= 


Remaining matches: 


Aug 18 Slovenia v Albania 

Sept4 Norway v Greece 
Albania y Latvia 
Slovenia v Georgia 

Sept8 Greece y Albania 


Norway v Slovenia 
Georgia v Latvia 


Qct9 Albania v Georgia 
Slovenia v Greece 


Latvia v Norway 


Group 3 
Moldova Finland 0 


P 
Germany 5 
Turkey > 
Finland 6 
North Ireland 5 
Moldova x 


Remaining matches: 

Sept4 Finland v Germany 
N Ireland v Turkey 
Germany v N [reland 
Moldova v Turkey 
Germany v Turkey 
Finland y N Ireland 


Sept 8 
Oct 9 


Group 4 
Andorra 0 
Russia 1 
Armenia 0 


France 1 
Iceland 0 


Ukraine 
France 


P 
of 0 123 15 
7 

Russia 7 
7 
i 
a 


1 116 14 
3 171012 
Pais, Ve 
43105 
7 220 0 


Iceland 
Armenia 
Andorra 


Remaining matches: 

Sept4 Ukraine v France 

Iceland v Andorra 
Russia v Armenia 
Andorra v Russia 
Iceland y Ukraine 


Sept8 


Armenia v France 
France v Iceland 
Russia v Ukraine 
Andorra v Armenia 


Oct 9 


Group 5 
Luxembourg 2 Poland 3 
Bulgaria 1 England 1 


Sweden 
Poland 
England 
Bulgaria 
Luxembourg 


Remaining matches: 

Sept4 Sweden v Bulgaria 
England v Luxembourg 
Luxembourg v Sweden 
Poland v England 
Sweden v Poland 
Bulgaria v Luxembourg 


Sept 8 


Oct 9 
Oct 10 


Group 7 
Hungary 0 
Portugal 8 
Romania 4 


Slovakia 1 
Liechtenstein 0 
Azerbaijan 0 


WiD L7F yA Pt 


Azerbaijan 


iv 
7 
7 
Slovakia 7 
a 
7 
Liechtenstein 7 


He RwUD 
ocnnNno 
DAwVNnoe 


Remaining matches: 

Sept3 Azerbaijan v Portugal 

Sept4 Slovakia vy Romania 
Liechtenstein v Hun- 


RAM SPORTS 
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gary 


Sept$ Romania v Portugal 

Slovakia v Liechten- 
stein 

Hungary v Azerbaijan 
Oct 9 Liechten. v Romania 

Azerbaijan v Slovakia 
Oct 10 Portugal v Hungary 
Group 8 
Treland 1 Macedonia 0 
Yugoslavia 4 Malta 1 

PW) DL F A Pt 

Yugoslavia 3 3008 1 9 
Ireland 2 SEO. 8e1 9) 
Macedonia 5 2129 67 
Croatia A 2b 8 Gy 7, 
Malta 6 00 6 3 220 


Remaining matches: 


Aug 18 — Yugoslavia v Croatia 

Sept4 Croatia v Ireland 
Yugoslavia y Macedo- 

nia 

Sept8 Malta v Ireland 
Macedonia v Yugosla- 

via 

Oct 10 Croatia v Yugoslavia 
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Macedonia v Ircland 
Croatia v Malta 
Ireland v Yugoslavia 


TBA 


Group 9 
Estonia I 
Faroe Is 2 
Czech 3 


Lithuania 2 
Bosnia 2 
Scotland 2 


WDL 
Czech Rep 
Scotland 
Lithuania 
Bosnia 
Estonia 
Faroe Is 


ANA IAI 
ONNNNA 
veennnoe 
PARNWNO 


Remaining matches: 

Aug 18 — Scotland v Bosnia 
Sept 4 Bosnia v Scotland 
Faroe Islands v Estonia 
Lithuania v Czech 
Czech v Bosnia 
Faroe Is v Lithuania 
Estonia v Scotland 
Estonia v Bosnia 
Czech y Faroe Islands 
Scotland v Lithuania 


Sept 8 


Oct 9 
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REPRESENTING Australia in front of 
packed crowds in Brazil will be 
sufficient incentive for Australian champion 
South Melbourne to lift in the world club 
soccer championship. 

Brazil was last week named the host coun- 
try for the inuagural championship between 
January 5-14. e 

South coach Ang Postecoglou said winning 
the Ericsson Cup for the third successive 
time was the club's priority but the Federa- 
tions Cup was a handy bonus. 


South, the Australian champion, still has to 
qualify for the finals but should face little 
opposition from the regional sides when it 
plays off against the regions champions in 
Fiji in October. 

“It will be a great experience especially 
playing in & soccer country like Brazil, but 
w e 
still have to get there," Postecoglou said. 

“If we are representing Australia we will be 
going there prepared and we will going to 
Brazil to be competitive," he said. 

‘The coach is likely to extend his squad for 
the world championship but will not start 
preparing for the new season any earlier. 

The championship will give South Mel- 
bourne the chance to play against the world’s 
best. 

However, there is doubt that European Cup 
holder Manchester United will contest the 


ORINO and Verona earned re- 

admission to the Italian Serie 
A after winning ‘their next-to-last 
matches of second-division play. 

With the victories, Verona and To- 
rino held the two top spots in the 
overall standings and: got automatic 
promotion to the highest division. 

Torino, the crosstownh rival of Juven- 
tus, has a record of seven Serie A ti: 
tles. 

Verona won its’ only first-division 
title in 1985. 

The four newcomers from the Serie 
B will replace Empoli, Vicenza, Samp- 
doria and Salernitana, »which were 
relegated following the.just-concluded 
Serie Acampaign. "= 


Series due to an already congested fixture list. Angie Postecoglou: looking to represent Australia in Brazil with his Blues 


FRANCE coach Roger Le- 
merre expects better from 
his world champions when 
they play Northern Ireland 
on August 18. 

The Belfast friendly has 
been arranged as a warm-up 
for France's crucial qualifier 
against European cham- 
Ppionship group four leaders 
Ukraine in Kiev on Septem- 
ber 4. 


“My players will retum in 
the autumn to face their 
challenges,” Lemerre said on 
Thursday, the day after his 
team struggled to beat light- 
weights Andorra in Barcelona 
following their shock home 
defeat by Russia. 

“At last the season is over,” 
Lemerre said. 

“Tt has been testing and ex- 
hausting. At the end of it, 


we're physically tired. 

“The performances and the 
figures are not satisfying.” 

But Lemerre said motivation 
was nota problem. 

“The (players') ambition has 


remained intact at the heart of 


the team. 

“The France team have only 
held the (World Cup) title for 
a year, give them a break,” 


HODGSON SET FOR 
SOCCEROOS TALKS 


FORMER Blackburn manager @ good game for a 
Roy Hodgson is expected to match of its na- 
hoid talks this week with ture, it was very 
Soccer Australia bosses over competitive. 


the national team job. "They (the Aus- 
Hodgson was highly im-  tralians) would be 
pressed with the Australian quite capable of 
side after watching them causing teams 
beat his FIFA World Stars 3-2 problems — in ag 
in an exhibition match to European qualify- 
mark the official opening of ing group, let 
Sydney's Olympic stadium. alone an Oceania 
Stars coach Hodgson, who qualifying group. 
finished the season with a “They were 
second - and short - spell in much fitter and 
charge of troubled Serie A much physically 
side Inter Milan, said: "It was stronger than us.” 
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